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Fimanthes  to  Theophanes. 

H  E  Proof  you  gave  us 
the  other  Night,  Theo¬ 
phanes,  of  your  Vene¬ 
ration  for  the  holy 
Scripture  s,  and  the 
Way  you  took  to  main¬ 
tain  and  defend  their  fa- 
cred  Authority  againfl:  a  formal  and  vi¬ 
gorous  Attack  on  the  Part  of  the  New 
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Thilofophy ,  has  made  fo  deep  and  lively 
Impreflion  on  my  Mind,  that  I  know  not 
how  to  enter  immediately  upon  the  Narra¬ 
tive  I  promifed  you.  You  will  therefore, 
I  hope,  excufe  me,  if,  by  way  of  Introdu¬ 
ction  to  my  Story,  I  begin  with  the  Rela¬ 
tion  of  a  Debate,  in  which  you  bore  fo 
great  a  Part  your  felf ;  and  which  you  ma¬ 
naged  with  fo  much  Satisfaction  to  the  reft 
of  the  Company. 

After  the  ulital  Compliments  ;  the 
Converfation,  you  may  remember,  Ihifted 
from  one  thing  to  another  ;  until  at  laft 
we  came  accidentally  to  fall  into  Difoourfo 
about  the  late  great  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon. 
Upon  which  one  of  the  Company  faid  very 
innocently,  That  for  his  part,  he  happened 
to  be  at  Home  all  that  Evening ;  but  not 
thinking  of  the  Eclipfej  he  had  indeed  oh- 
Jerved  the  Moon  for  fome  time  to  look 
duller,  and  of  a  more  reddifh  Colour  than 
ordinary  ;  which  he  afcribed  to  the  then 
Thicknefs  of  the  Air  ;  but  never  fufpecfted 
that  fhe  was  then  actually  under  a  Total 
Rclipfe ,  till  another  Perfon  came  in  ;  who 
remembering  the  Time  better,  faid,  That, 

if 


if  the  M  o  o  n  was  really  that  grofs  and  o- 
pake  Body  he  had  heard  many  fay  ilie  was, 
he  could  not  but  ftrangely  wonder  from 
whence  all  that  Light  could  come  ;  when 
as  he  underftood,  the  Earth,  which  is 
another  grofs  and  opake  Body  too,  lay  fo 
diredtly  between  her  and  the  S  u  n,  that 
Hie  could  not  poffibly  be  fupplied  from 
him,  with  any  Part  thereof 

H  e  r  e,  another  Gentleman,  whom  I 
fliall  take  leave  to  call  L  a  u  r  e  n  t  i  u  s,  ve¬ 
ry  fmartly  interrupted  him,  and  faid  ;  He 
could  not  but  much  more  wonder,  that 
any  Body  at  this  time  of  day,  could  doubt 
the  Moo  n’s  being  a  grofs  and  opake  Bo¬ 
dy  :  That  the  Generality  of  the  Ancients , 
from  the  Consideration  of  her  Monthly 
^Phafes^  had  rightly  conjectured  fhe  has 
no  Light  of  her  own  ;  but  that  the  Mo¬ 
dern  Difcoveries  in  Philo fophy ,  and  parti¬ 
cularly  thole  made  by  the  Telefcope ,  had 
for  many  Years  pad  put  the  matter  out  of 
all  doubt.  That  altho,<:the  Interpofition 
of  the  Earth,  during  the  time  of  the  to¬ 
tal  Immerfon ,  does  indeed  hinder  the  Sun 
from  Aiming  dire&ly  on  the  Body  of  the 
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Moon;  yet  neverthelefs  great  Numbers 
of  his  Rays ,  might  be  fo  refratted  by  the 
Earth’s  Atmofphere ,  as  to  reach  her  Bo¬ 
dy  at  the  fame  time,  and  thereby  make  her 
appear  of  that  ruddy  Colour.  And  in  fhort, 
that  there  was  good  reafon  to  believe,  this 
was  indeed  the  true  Caule  thereof ;  becaule 
it  has  been  alfo  obferved  that,  according  as 
fne  happens  to  be  eclipfed  at  a  greater  or 
lejfer  Diftance  from  the  Earth,  and  con- 
fequently  is  capable  of  receiving  a  greater 
or  lejfer  Portion  of  this  Refracted  Lights 
that  Colour  always  appears  of  a  brighter 
or  darker  Form. 

This  pofitive  Way,  I  obferved,  was  no 
ways  agreeable  to  the  other  Gentleman  : 
And  indeed,  it  put  the  whole  Company 
into  fome  Confufion,  till  you,  Theo- 
phanes,  vouchfafed  to  take  up  the  Ar¬ 
gument,  and  relieve  us.  Laurentius, 
faid  you,  my  Friend  here,  I  perceive,  has 
given  you  a  fair  Occafion  to  dilplay  your 
Knowledge  in  the  Mathematicks^  and  in 
the  New  Rhilofophy.  However,  you 
know,  we  have  a  common  Saying,  It  is  not , 
all  Gold  that  glitters.  To  trace  out  the 

true 


true  Caufes  of  any  of  the  Thoenomena  of 
Nature,  is  not  perhaps  fo  eafy  as  many 
are  wont  to  imagine.  A  Solution  that  may 
appear  very  beautiful  and  ingenious  in  one 
Light ,  may  put  on  a  quite  contrary  Alped: 
in  another.  Tell  me  then,  Lauren- 
t  i  u  s,  have  you  thoroughly  confidered  this 
Matter  on  every  Side,  and  in  every  Light, 
that  you  are  fo  pofitive,  the  Moon  has  no 
manner  of  Light  of  her  own  ? 

Nothing  in  Nature,  anfvvered  he,  is 
more  plain  and  demonfirable. 

You'll  pardon  me,  L a  urentiu,s, . 
replied  you  ;  if  I  cannot  fo  readily  come 
into  your  Opinion.  I  will  explain  myfelf 
more  particularly  :  Perhaps  you  may  be 
able  to  clear  up  my  Doubts.  The  G  u  i  d  e  s 
that  lead  to  true  and  folid  Knowledge ,  are 
but  few  ;  I  think  they  may  be  reduced  to 
Three  ;  Sense,  Ratiocination  and 
Revelation.  Whatever  clear  Difco^ 
veries  the  laji  affords  us,  I  prefume,  you 
will  allow,  ought  upon  no  account  to  be 
called  in  queftion.  But,  as  for  the  other 
twOy  and  efpecially  the  fecond \  I  believe 
1  you 
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you  will  alfo  grant  they  are  not  always  to 
be  depended  upon.  In  Speculative  Ma- 
tbematicks  indeed,  where  nothing  but  ab - 
firaSt  Quantity,  and  its  Properties  and 
mutual  Relations  are  considered,  it  is  pof- 
fible  to  reafon  with  great  Clearnefs  and 
Certainty.  But  in  Matters  of  a  Phyfical 
and  Mixt  Nature,  the  Cafe  for  the  mod 
part,  is  much  otherwife.  This  is  fo  ob¬ 
vious,  that  you  will  eafily  allow  it  needs 
no  Proof.  Now,  the  Difficulty  which 
keeps  me  from  ciofing  not  only  with  your 
Notion  about  the  M  o  o  n,  but  even  with 
feveral  other  ingenious  Notions  in  the  New 
Pbilofophy  is  this  ;  they  feern  to  me  to 
interfere  too  much  with  the  holy  Scri¬ 
ptures.  For  Example,  The  Uni¬ 
verse,  defcribed  in  Scripture,  as  confi¬ 
ning  of  many  Parts  or  Members ,  all  cre¬ 
ated  at  one  and  the  fame  time  ;  and  fo  or¬ 
dered  and  difpofed,  as  to  make  up  but  one 
entire  and  complete  World;  your  Mo¬ 
dern  Philo fophers  will  have  to  confift  of 
as  many  different  and  diftind  Syftems ,  as 
there  are  Stars  in  the  Heavens ;  and  of  as 
many  Worlds  of  different  Sorts  and  Ages, 
as  they  can  fancy  Planets  revolving  about 
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them.  The  fame  great  and  magnificent 
Fabrics,  which  the  Scriptures  repre- 
fent  as  animated  and  fupported  by  the 
Power  and  Influence  of  a  fpiritual  and  di¬ 
vine  ‘Principle  ;  and  as  a  Being  that  has 
greatly  buffered  in  the  Fajhion  thereof  by 
the  Fall  and  ‘Degeneracy  of  Mankind ;  the 
Authors  of  your  New  Syflems  will  have 
to  be  nothing  but  a  mere  Machine  ;  go¬ 
verned  and  preferved  by  certain  fixed  and 
eftablifhed  Laws  of  Motion  ;  and  little  or 
no  ways  concerned  or  interefted  in  the  Fate 
and  Fortunes  of  the  Sons  of  A  d  a  it.  That 
glorious  Lcminar  y,  in  whom  the 
Great  Author  of  Nature  is  faid  to 
have  pitched  his  Tent,  and  in  and  through 
whom  He  governs  the  Natural  [For  Id,  and 
difpenfes  his  Influences  as  He  fees  fit :  They 
that  pretend  to  the  latejl  and  bejl  Difcove- 
m\r,will  have  to  differ  in  nothing  from  the 
moft  ftupid  and  lumpijh  Mafs  of  Matter 
on  Earth ,  fave  only  in  Bulk  and  in  the 
Texture  and  Intejline  Motion  of  its  Parts, 
His  Paramour  defcribed  in  Scripture , 
as  the  Beauty  of  Heaven ,  the  Glory  of  the 
Stars,  and  a  great  Luminary,  the  lame 
Gentlemen  will  have  to  be  nothing  but  a 
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T)enfe  and  Opake  Globe  of  mere  common 
Matter  ;  one  of  the  meaneft  and  molt  in- 
fignificant  of  all  the  Heavenly  Bodies  ;  and 
on  no  account  worthy  of  the  lead  of  thole 
illujtrious  Epithets „ 

Here  then,  lies  the  great  Difficulty, 
L  a  u  r  e  n  t  i  u  s  ;  the  facred  IV r kings 
reprelent  the  Nature  and  Extent  of  the 
Creation ,  and  the  Tdefigns  and  Tmpofes 
of  G  o  d  therein,  one  way  ;  and  the  Books 
of  Modern  Ehilofophers ,  another.  As  to 
the  Point  now  in  debate  ;  the  former  re¬ 
prelent  the  M  o  o  n  as  a great  and  glorious 
Luminary;  the  latter ,  as  a  mere  grofs 
and  opake  Body.  The  Queftion  then  is, 
Which  am  I  to  be  governed  by  in  Inch  a 
Cafe  ;  by  ‘ Divine  or  Humane  Authority  ? 
By  the  bright  and  heavenly  Light  of  Truth , 
Ihining  pure  and  without  any  Mixture  of 
Error  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  ;  or  by  fuch 
other  Lights  as  are  only  grounded  on  the 
imperfect  Reprefentations  of  Senfe,  or 
the  fippery  Inferences  and  Conclufions 
we  are  apt  to  draw  from  them  ?  I  am  per- 
fwaded,  Laurentius,  you  will  hardly 
advife  me  to  part  with  a  Certainty  for  an 
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Uncertainty  ;  to  facrifice  a  Jlronger  to  a 
weaker  Evidence  ;  to  leave  an  infallible 
Guide,  for  one,  which  you  muft  confefs, 
may  pojfbly  miflead  me. 

A  t  th.efe  Words,  you  may  remember, 
Laurentius  put  on  a  very  grave  Air  ; 
then  after  a  fhort  Paufe  ;  No  !  no  !  T  h  e  o- 
phaneSj  faid  he,  1  {hall  never  periwade 
you  to  part  with  any  thing  upon  fuch  un¬ 
equal  Terms.  The  Advocates  for  the  New 
T)ifcoveries  have  no  occafion  to  carry 
matters  to  that  Extremity.  True  it. is,  in 
the  New  Thilcfophy^  there  are  many 
things,  which  can  fcarce,  if  at  all,  be  re¬ 
conciled  to  the  Letter  of  the  Holy  Text . 
But  then  we  are  to  confider,  that  in  relation 
to  flich  matters,  the  Scriptures  were  not 
penned  with  a  ftridt  regard  to  Rhilofophu. 
cal  Truth  ;  but  rather  fuited  to  the  Capaci¬ 
ty  of  the  Vulgar ,  and  the  common  Notions 
and  Opinions  of  Mankind ;  not  with  de- 
ftgn  to  teach  us  the  true  Syflem  of  Na¬ 
ture^  but  only  G  o  d’s  true  Religion ,  and 
the  Ways  and  Means  that  lead  to  eternal 
Happinefs.  The  Scriptures ,  his  true, 
call  the  Moon  a  great  Light  ;  yea,  fur- 
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ther  ;  They  Jikewife  defcribe  her  as  the 
next  in  Rank  and  'Dignity  to  the  Sun. 
But  yet  for  all  this,  who  does  not  know 
that  in  reality  fhe  is  the  leaft  of  all  the 
! Tlanets  ?  And  confequently  that  herein 
the  Holy  Ghost  muft  be  underflood  to 
accommodate  himfelf  to  the  common  No¬ 
tions  of  the  Vulgar • ;  who,  becaufe  the 
Moon  appears  to  them  next  in  Magni¬ 
tude  to  the  S  u  n,  think  fhe  really  is  fo. 
If  the  M  o  o  n  then,  according  to  the  Seri - 
ftures ,  be  ranked  next  the  Sun;  not  that 
Ihe  is  in  reality  next  him  in  Magnitude , 
but  only  becaufe  fhe  feems  to  us  to  be  fo  ; 
why  may  fhe  not  as  well  be  faid  to  be  a 
great  Light ;  not  that  fhe  has  really  any 
Light  of  her  own ,  but  only  becaufe  file  ap¬ 
pears  to  us  as  if  flie  had  ?  If  this  be  the 
right  way  of  explaining  the  Text,  you 
will  at  the  fame  time  perceive  that  your 
Objection  is  folly  anfwered.  But  if  no¬ 
thing  will  content  you,  but  a  ftricSt  Adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  Letter  in  all  Cafes ;  it  will  then 
lie  upon  you  to  fhew  how  the  Moon,  which 
we  are  certain  is  the  leaji  of  all  the  R la- 
nets^  can  be  called  by  way  of  Eminence,  a 
great  Light ;  or  with  what  Propriety  flie 
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can  have  the  fecond  Place  afligned  her,  in 
a  true  and  Rhilofophical  Account  of  the 
Creation?  To  be  free  with  you,  Theo- 
phanes,  I  think  it  were  much  to  be 
wifhed  we  could  all  be  brought  to  believe, 
that  the  Scriptures  were  never  intended  as 
a  Rule  for  us  to  go  by  in  Fhilofophy.  Sure 
I  am,  nothing  could  contribute  more  to 
ftrengthen  their  facred  Authority  ;  efpe- 
dally  with  the  more  learned  and  tnquifi- 
tive  Part  of  the  World. 

I  a  m  heartily  glad,  replied  you,  that 
you  are  lb  juft  to  the  Holy  Scriptures ,  as 
to  allow  them  their  due  Authority  in  Mat¬ 
ters  of  Faith  and  Religion.  It  were  great¬ 
ly  to  be  willied  all  the  new  Philofophers 
were  as  fmcerely  of  your  Mind  in  this,  as 
you  feem  to  be  of  theirs  in  all  other  Points. 
But  if  I  may  have  the  Liberty  of  faying  fo, 
the  juft  Regard  and  Concern  you  exprefs 
for  the  Scriptures ,  I  take  to  be  more  the 
Relult  of  a  generous  and  upright  Heart, 
than  a  juft  Inference  in  your  Way  of  think¬ 
ing.  For,  if  it  Ihould  be  once  allowed  that 
God  may  difpenfe  with  the  Truth  in  fome 
Cafes  ;  than  why  not  in  others  ?  If  out  of 
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Companion  to  the  Weaknefs  of  our  natural 
Faculties,  he  may  be  allowed  to  have  con- 
defcended  to  reprefen t  any  of  the  Objects 
of  Senfe  to  us  otherwife  than  they  really  are 
in  themfelves ;  why  may  he  not  much  more 
bcfuppofedto  have  taken  the  fame  Method 
in  Relation  to  Spirituals,  where  our  Fa¬ 
culties  at  prefent  are  ftill  weaker,  and  far 
more  unable  to  conceive  aright  of  fuch  Ob- 
jecfts  ?  And  if  fo  ;  what  Ufe  would  the 
Scriptures  be  of  afterwards?  What  Au¬ 
thority,  think  you,  would  the  more  lear¬ 
ned  and  inquifitive  Part  of  the  World  al¬ 
low  them,  even  in  Matters  of  Faith  and 
Religion  ?  Lefs  by  much,  I  doubt,  than 
even  you  your  fclf  would  be  willing  they 
fhould. 

The  Scriptures ,  you  lay,  were  penned 
not  with  Defign  to  teach  us  the  true  Syflem 
of  Nature ,  but  only  G  o  d’s  true  Religion , 
I  agree  with  you,  that  the  firfl  and  prin¬ 
cipal  Defign  of  the  Scriptures  is  to  m- 
Itrud:  us  in  the  Principles  of  true  Religion. 
But  mult  it  therefore  follow  that  the  facred 
Writers ,  as  often  as  they  treat  of  Nature 
and  natural  7  hings,  were  at  Liberty  to 
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fuit  and  accommodate  themfelves  to  the 
common  and  mijtaken  Notions  of  the  Vul¬ 
gar?  No,  Lauren ti us, \either  I  am 
greatly  miftaken  ;  or  fuch  a  Notion  is  ut¬ 
terly  inconfiftent  with  the  whole  Scope 
and  Tenor  of  the  Scriptures.  They  were 
given  to  teach  us  the  Way  to  true  Happi- 
nefs  :  For  this  End  they  contain  many  ex¬ 
cellent  and  divine  Laws  and  ‘Precepts, 
To  enforce  our  Obedience  to  fuch  Laws 
and  Precepts,  they  allure  us,  That,  as 
God  the  Author  of  them,  is  the  Gre¬ 
at  or  and  Lord  of  all  things,  and  fees 
and  knows  all  the  Actions  and  Imagina¬ 
tions  of  Men,  fo  he  is  a  Rewarder  of  thole 
that  truly  love  and  obey  him,  and  will  alfo 
feverely  punijb  all  fuch  as  lliall  prefume  to 
tranfgrefs  any  of  them.  And  to  enforce 
our  Obedience  to  them  in  the  ftrongeft 
Manner,  they  further  fhew,  not  only  that 
the  Divine  Power  has  often  miracn- 
loufly  interpofed  for  the  Prefervation  of 
the  Righteous,  and  for  the  Punijhment  of 
the  Wicked ;  but  that  the  Frame  and  Con- 
Jlitution  even  of  the  natural  World,  and 
ot  all  the  Elements  is  fuch,  That  at  his 
Command  they  are  always  ready  to  in - 
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creafe  their  Strength  againft  the  unrigh¬ 
teous  for  their  Bunijhment ,  and  to  abate 
their  Strength  for  the  Benefit  of  fuch  as 
pit  their  Trufi  in  him .  This,  as  I  take 
it,  is  the  cDefign  ;  and  this  the  Thilofo- 
phy  of  the  Scriptures  ;  A  fDefign  truly 
worthy  of  the  mod  high  God,  and  of  the 
highelt  Concern  to  Mankind;  a  Bhilofo - 
//jp  revealed  by  the  Author  of  Na¬ 
ture  himfelf,  and  confirmed  by  innume¬ 
rable  Signs  and  Wonders  ;  a  Thilofophy 
from  which  the  invifible  things  of  God 
are  clearly  feen  and  tmderfiood,  even  his 
E  TEHNAL  P  O  W  E  R  and  A  L  L-R  ULING 
Providence;  A  Thilofophy  fo  divine , 
jo  oppofite  to  the  common  and  mifaken 
Notions  of  the  Vulgar ,  that  I  am  forry  to 
lay  it,  I  know  but  few  of  the  more  learned 
and  inquifitive  Part  of  the  World,  that 
ieem  to  have  any  Idea  of  it. 

The  Time  would  fail  me,  continued 
you,  to  fhew  the  Vanity  of  this  prevailing 
Notion,  That  the  Scriptures  were  not 
penned  with  a  ftrid  Regard  to  Thilofophi- 
cal  Truth ,  at  full  Length,  and  in  its  pro¬ 
per  Colours,  I  lliall  therefore  keep  to  the 
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ilngle  Point  in  hand.  The  Scriptures  call 
the  Moon  a great  Light ;  To  which  you 
add,  that  they  likewife  afTign  her  the 
fecottd  Place  in  the  Mofaic  Account  ofthe 
Creation.  Very  true ;  they  do.  Oh  !  but 
we  know  for  certain,  fay  you,  That  this 
mull  be  underftood  as  to  Appearance  only  ; 
becaule  it  is  now  allowed  on  all  hands. 
That  me  is  really  the  lead:  of  all  the 
‘‘Planets.  Suppofe  that  too,  if  you  pleale - 
what  is  that  to  the  Point  in  queftion? 
Do  the  Scriptures  any  where  lay  that  lhc 
is  greater  in  Slagmtude  than  Saturn ,  or 
Jupiter ,  or  Mars,  or  even  than  Venus  or 
Mercury  ?  If  they  do,  quote  the  Chapter 
and  Verle,  and  I  ihall  freely  own  my  lelf 
at  aLofs  for  an  Anfwer.  What!  Can  this 
Pre-eminence  ofthe  Moon  be  grounded 
on  nothing  but  Bulk  and  Magnitude  ?  Can 
any  thing  be  more  grofs  or  vulgar  than  liich 
a  Notion  ?  Is  it  not  a  common  Saying,  tan- 
ta  eft  rei  pracellentia,  quanta  eft  ejus 
ad ivit as  ?  May  not  the  Word  great 
then  import  great  in  Light,  great  in  Ver- 
tue,  great  in  Bower  ?  And  does  not  this 
Glorious  Luminary  afford  more  Light 
to  Mankind  than  all  the  Stars  and  all  the 
1  other 
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other  Vianet s  together  ?  Is  not  her  Tower 
and  Vertue  over  all  earthly  things  far  grea¬ 
ter,  much  more  conlpicuous  and  inconte- 
ftibie  than  that  of  the  bulkief  Vianet  in 
the  Heavens,  the  bright  Luminary  that 
rules  the  Day  only  excepted  ?  May  not 
the  Moon  then,  tho*  as  to  Bulk ,  the  leaf 
of  all  the  Vlanets ,  yet  on  thefc  Accounts 
juftly  claim  the  Honour  of  being  ranked 
next  the  chiefeft  of  them  ?  Nay,  have  not 
fome  of  the  beft  Fhilofophers  recognized 
her  Right  to  this  high  Privilege,  in  as  full 
and  ample  a  Manner  as  the  facred  IV ri- 
ters  themfelves  ?  Confult  the  Vlatonifs ,  if 
you  pleafe  ;  The  Vlanets ,  they  will  tell 
you,  are  not  all  endued  with  the  lame 
Vower  ;  The  Sun  is  their  Captain  and 
Chief ;  Next  the  Moon,  which  eVa xu,  £ 
StoJoLtAeoec,  that  is,  by  Reafon  of  her  Vower 
and  Virtue ,  obtains  the  fecond  Place  ;  and 
then  the  Reft  of  the  Vlanets  every  one  ac¬ 
cording  to  its  Nature. 

The  ancient  Egyptians ,  whom  Ma¬ 
cro  bins ,  as  I  remember,  ftiles  the  Parents 
of  all  the  Branches  of  Vhilofophy ,  compa¬ 
red  the  S  u  n  to  a  King  ;  the  M  o  o  n  to  a 
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Queen ;  and  the  other  jive  Tlanets  to  their 
Great  Officers  and  Attendants.  The 
fame  People,  as  another  great  Hiforian 
and  Thilofojher  obferves,  believing  that, 
in  her  Body  as  in  a  Womb ,  the  feveral  fro- 
lijic  Influences  of  all  the  Reft  of  the  Stars 
and  Tlanets  are  firft  prepared  and  ripened, 
and  that  from  thence  they  are  difpenfed  at 
proper  Times  and  Seafons,  and  communi¬ 
cated  to  the  relpe&ive  Individuals  here  be¬ 
low,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  increafe 
and  multiply  every  one  after  its  kind,  cal¬ 
led  her  The  Mother  of  the  World.  Ano¬ 
ther  Writer  of  the  firft  Rank  for  Wit  and 
Eloquence ;  one  who  had  made  the  fecret 
T  hilo/bp  by  of  the  Ancients  his  darling 
Study,  makes  Isis  or  the  Moon  fpeak  to 
this  EfTed ;  «  I  am  Nature ,  the  Mother 
“  of  all  things,  the  Mijlrefs  of  the  Ele- 
a  ments,  The  Initial  Off-faring  of  Ages, 
w  The  Chiefeft  of  the  Divine  Powers,  The 
“  Queen  of  the  Manes ,  Th t  firft  of  the 
tc  Celeftial  Natures,  The  Uniform  Face 
of  all  the  Gods  and  Goddesses. 
a  I  govern  the  luminous  Heights  of  Hea- 
cc  ven,  The  falutary  Motions  of  the  Sea, 
“  The  Shades  that  dwell  in  mournful  Si- 

D  ience. 
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«  lence.  I  am  that  Deity  of  various 
u  Form,  which  under  different  Names,  and 
“  with  different  Ceremonies,  the  whoie 
‘‘  World  adores  :  The  ‘Phrygians  call  me 
«  Cybele,  the  Mother  of  the  Gods;  The 
“  Athenians ,  Minerva ;  The  Papheans, 
«  Venus ;  The  Cretans ,  Diana  Dyclinna ; 
«  The  Sicilians,  Proferpine ;  The  Eleu- 
“  finians,  Ceres  ;  feme,  Juno ;  others, 
«  Bellona ;  many,  Hecate  ;  fome  all'o  call 
<s  me  Rhamnujia  ;  The  Ethopians  that 
«  border  on  the  rifing  Sun,  and  the  Egy- 
“  ptians  who  excel  in  ancient  Doctrine, 
“  Honour  me  with  proper  Ceremonies, 
«  and  call  me  by  my  right  Name,  Isis 
“  the  Qjueen. 

But  hold!  What  Occafion  have  we  to 
go  abroad  for  Witneffes  to  prove  the  fu- 
periour  Power  and  Dignity  of  the  two 
great  Luminaries  of  Heaven,  when 
the  facred  Writers  themfelves  fpeak  fo 
plain  and  home  to  the  Purpofe.  Does  not 
the  divine  Writer  of  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Creation,  open  their  Commiffion  in  as  full 
and  ample  Terms  as  poflible  ?  “  And  God 
“  made  two  great  Lights,  the  greater 

Light 


cc  L  i  g  h  t  to  rule  the  Day,  and  the  lefler 
“  Light  to  rule  the  Night:  And  God 
“  let  them  in  the  Firmament  of  Heaven* 
“  to  give  Light  upon  the  Earth,  and  to 
“  rule  over  the  Day  and  over  the  Night, 
And  is  not  the  Word  in  the  Original , 
which  we  tranflate  rule ,  derived  from  a 
Root  equivalent  to  B in  th tGreek  % 
and  to  regno ,  impero ,  Rex  vel  Regi¬ 
na  in  the  Latin  ?  Does  not  the  Rrophet 
that  was  fan&ified  from  the  Womb  to  be 
a  ^Prophet  unto  the  Nations,  at  the  fame 
time  that  he  expoftulates  with  his  Brethren, 
and  condemns  their  burning  Incenfe  to  the 
Moon,  give  her  the  Title  of  Queen  of 
Heaven  ?  Does  he  find  any  Fault  with 
them,  or  with  the  Egyptians  among  whom 
they  fbjourned,  for  calling  her  by  tha taugufi 
Name?  Nay  rather,  does  he  not  thereby 
exprefsly  own  and  recognize  her  Right 
and  Title  to  it  himlelf?  And  is  not  the  on¬ 
ly  Fault  he  accufes  them  of,  their  burning 
Incenfe  to  her,  and  by  that  means  paying 
her  a  part  of  that  IVorjhip  and  Adoration , 
which  is  due  only  to  him,  from  and  under 
whom  flie  holds  and  enjoys  that  high  and 
honourable  Station  ? 

D  % 


What 
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to 

W  h  a  t  can  more  clearly  or  emphati¬ 
cally  exprefs  the  fupreme  Tower  and  Ju- 
rifdittion, ,  as  I  may  fay,  of  the  Sun  and 
Moon  in  the  7iatural  W orld^  than  to 
call  them  the  rjrpvrctms  zdo-ju^  as  the  Au¬ 
thor  of  the  Book  of  Wifdom  does?  Is  it 
not  well  known  that  the  Word  'urpvi&vi^ 
was  peculiarly  appropriated  at  Athens , 
Rhodes ,  Smyrna ,  and  many  other  famous 
Cities  of  Greece  and  Afia^  to  thofe  Magi- 
ftrates  who  bore  the  fupreme  Rule  in  the 
Commonwealth  ;  and  to  whofe  more  im¬ 
mediate  Care  and  Infpe&ion,  the  /acred 
Fire  dedicated  to  Vefa ,  and  the  Revenue 
for  the  Support  of  thofe  that  had  merited 
well  of  their  Country,  were  committed  ? 
Does  not  Suidas  and  Hefychius  render 
the  Word  by  B&cnAdk,  ^o- 

pwyog}  From  all  which  is  it  not  manned,  that 
the  Author  of  that  Book  looked  upon  them 
as  the  Heads  and  Leaders  of  the  Celefiial 
Choir  ?  As  the  firft  and  chiefeft  of  the  go* 
kerning  Towers  of  Nature  ?  Nay,  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  execute  this  high  Office ,  does 
he  not  acknowledge  iuch  Tower  and  Fer¬ 
tile  in  them,  as  aftonilhed  all  their  Behol¬ 
ders, 
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ders,  and  which  dazlcd  their  Eyes  to  that 
Degree  that  they  fell  down  and  worfhip- 
ped,  and  paid  divine  Honours  unto  them? 
Does  he  not  exprefsly  own  that  they  are 
beautiful ,  and  powerful^  and  endued  with 
fingular  Vertue ,  and  thereupon  found  his 
Argument,  and  iliew  the  true  Ufe  the  Na¬ 
tions  ought  to  have  made  of  fuch  a  Piece 
of  Knowledge  ?  “  If  they  being  delighted 
“  with  their  Beauty ,  fays  he,  took  them 
“  to  be  G  o  d  s  ;  let  them  know  how  much 
“  better  the  Lord  of  them  is  ;  for  the 
“  first  Author  of  Beauty  hath  crea- 
a  ted  them  :  But  if  they  were  aftonifhed  at 
ct  their  Bower  and  Vertuey  let  them  tin- 
“  derftand  by  them,  how  much  mightier 
“  he  is  that  made  them  :  for  by  the  Great - 
cc  nefs  and  Beauty  of  the  Creatures ,  yro~ 
<c  yortionably  the  Maker  of  them  is  feen . 

O  NCEmore:  What  think  you  of  the 
glorious  Evidence  of  Jef  is  the  Son  of  SB 
rach  ?  Does  he  not  defcribe  the  Sun  as  a 
marvellous  Veftel  or  Inftrument?  As  a 
Creature  full  of  the  Glory  of  the  Lord  ? 
As  the  firfl  in  Dignity  and  the  mo  ft  won¬ 
derful  of  all  the  heavenly  Bodies  ?  Does 

he 
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he  nor,  next  to  the  Sun,  introduce  the 
Mo  on,  as  the  Beauty  of  Heaven,  the 
Glory  of  the  Stars,  an  Ornament  giving 
Light  in  the  higheft  Places  of  the  Lord  ? 
Does  he  not  defcnbe  her  as  an  Inftrument 
or  Veffel  of  the  Armies  above,  or  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Arabic  Verfion ,  as  the  Light 
of  all  Creatures ,  Aiming  in  the  Firmament 
of  Heaven  ? 

iNgoodearneft,  Laurentius;  when 
I  confider  the  Number  and  Weight  and 
Harmony  of  thele  and  the  lik zTejlimonies, 
I  take  it  to  be  Inch  an  Argument  for  the 
fiiperiour  Tower  and  Dignity  of  the  Moon, 
as  well  as  of  the  S  u  n,  above  all  the  Reft 
of  the  celeftial  Bodies,  that  I  muft  fee 
ftronger  Reafons  than  any  you  have  al- 
ledged  as  yet,  before  you  will  be  able  to 
perfuade  me  that  file  is  nothing  but  a  great 
Mafs  of  common  Matter  ;  a  Body  wholly 
void  of  all  Light  and  Vertue  of  her  own, 
as  you  feem  to  imagine. 

All  this  while,  your  Eyes  were  lb 
fixed  upon  Laurentius,  That  I  be¬ 
lieve  you  fcarce  allowed  your  felf  Time  to 

mind 
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mind  the  Pleafure  and  Satisfaction  your 
Difcourfe  gave  the  reft  of  the  Company. 
The  good  old  Gentleman,  who  at  firft  Pet¬ 
ting  out,  thought  himfelf  not  fo  civilly 
ufed,  feemed  more  particularly  pleafed 
with  it.  T  h  E  o  P  H  A  N  E  s,  Paid  he,  I  muft 
crave  leave  to  put  in  a  W ord  here.  What 
I  Paid  was  without  any  Defign  to  engage 
you  or  any  of  the  Company  in  a  Contro- 
verly.  That  Gentleman,  looking  to  L  a  u- 
rentius,  was  the  firft  that  took  up 
Arms ;  and  now,  after  what  you  have  Paid, 
I  think  he  cannot  do  better  than  to  be  the 
firft  to  lay  them  down  again. 

Hold  there,  anPwered  Laurentius 
with  an  Air,  as  if  he  thought  his  Honour 
now  at  Stake.  Believe  me,  Ifhall  not  give 
up  the  Point  fo  readily  as  you  imagine  :  I 
fee  we  muft  take  another  Way.  Then  ad* 
drefting  himfelf  to  you  ;  I  prefume,  Theo- 
phanes,  Paid  he,  you  will  allow  that  the 
Moo  n  is  a  Body  and  an  Objedt  of  Senfe\ 
and  that  therefore,  whatever  Informations 
we  receive  this  Way  concerning  her  Na~ 
turey  may  be  fafely  relied  upon.  Suppole 
then,  it  could  be  made  appear  by  the 
1  undoubted 
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undoubted  Tejlmony  of  Senfe ,  That  the 
Moon  has  no  Light  of  her  own,  and 
that  Jhe  is  indeed  nothing  but  a  great  Body 
o $  common ^grofs,  and  ofake  Matter.  What 
will  become  of  all  your  ancient  Tejiimo- 
nies  then,  think  you?  What  mull  be  faid 
to  all  your  Scripture  Proofs,  which  feem 
to  imply  the  contrary  ? 

Why,  faid  you,  the  Confequence  is  ob¬ 
vious:  If  you  can  do  that,  I  fhall  readily 
allow  all  that  I  have  faid  to  go  for  no¬ 
thing. 

I  a  m  content  then,  faid  he,  to  put  the 
Matter  wholly  upon  that  I  due. 

And  I  as  readily  accept  the  Terms,  re- 
ply’d  you  finding  ;  provided  you  infill  up¬ 
on  nothing  but  Matter  of  Faff,  and  ftriff 
Demonjiration . 

I  presume  then,  fiddL aurentius, 
you  will  allow  this  to  be  Matter  of  Faff ; 
That,  from  the  Change  to  the  Full ,  the 
Moon  gradually  increafes  in  Light ;  and 
contrariwife,  that,  from  the  Full  to  the 

Change , 
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Change ,  fhe  gradually  decrcafes  again. 
You  will  likewife  admit  that,  in  all  Places 
of  her  Orbit  and  at  all  times,  the  turns 
one  and  the  fame  Face  or  Hemisphere  to 
the  Earth  ;  and  that  fhe  increafes  and  de¬ 
creases  in  Light ,  exactly  in  Proportion 
as  that  Hemifphere  comes  to  he  more  or 
or  lefs  expoled  to  the  direct  Rays  of  the 
Sun. 

All  this  I  readily  grant,  faid  you  5 
But  what  do  you  infer  from  thence? 

Only  this,  anfwered  he;  That  the 
M  o  o  n  is  really  a  den  fe  and  cpake  Body 
and  that  what  we  call  her  Light  is  in  rea¬ 
lity  nothing  but  a  borrowed  Light ;  or,  to 
fpeak  more  properly,  the  reflected  Light 
of  the  Sun.  A  Proof,  which  in  my  Opi¬ 
nion,  comes  nothing  fhort  of  firiEi  De¬ 
monstration. 

N o t  fo  pofitive*  Laurentius,  re¬ 
plied  you.  That  the  Light  of  the  Moon 
as  to  us,  changes  and  increaSes  and  decrea - 
fes^  according  to  her  Fofition  to  the  Sun, 
was  a  Thoenomenon  as  well  known  to  MoSes 

E  and 
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and  the  Ancients ,  as  to  any  of  us.  But 
yet,  for  all  that,  we  do  not  find  they 
thought  file  had  lefs  Tower ,  or  that  Hie 
was  nothing  but  a  huge  Lump^  or  Mafs 
oimere  denfe,  opake  and  unactive  Mat¬ 
ter.  This  is  a  fhrewd  Sign,  your  'Demon¬ 
stration  is  not  fo  compleat  and  cogent  as 
you  imagine.  And  if  you  will  have  a  little 
Patience,  poffibly  I  may  be  able  to  fhew* 
that  in  Truth  there  is  no  Strefs  at  all  to 
be  laid  upon  it. 

1  think  I  may  upon  good  Grounds 
venture  to  fay,  That  there  is  not  any  kind 
or  fort  of  Body  in  Nature,  but  what  is  en¬ 
dued  with  fome  Portion,  more  or  left,  of 
innate  Light.  A  very  learned  and  emi¬ 
nent  ThyJicianj  many  Years  fince,  wrote 
a  Treat ife  on  purpofe  to  fliew  that  all  li¬ 
ving  Creatures ,  and  even  all  ^Plants $ 
Stones ,  and  Metals ,  have  each  a  certain 
Portion  of  innate  Light  in  them.  And  the 
late  Experiments,  which  feveral  worthy 
and  ingenious  Members  of  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety  have  made  upon  Mercury ,  Glafsf 
Amber ,  Oyjter  Shells ,  woollen  Cloaths , 
and  feveral  other  courfe  Subftances,  all 

which 


which  upon  Trials  duly  made,  are  found 
to  yield  a  fenfible  Light,  clearly  demon- 
ftrate  that  there  is  no  earthly  thing,  how 
grofs  or  unpromifing  foever,  but  what  may 
be  made  do  the  fame.  Let  me  ask  you 
then,  Laurentius,  if  this  be  the  Cafe, 
as  to  all  Terreflrial  Bodies,  what  iliall  we 
think  of  thofe  that  are  placed  in  the  Regi¬ 
ons  of  Light  itfelf?  If  the  former  are  each 
endued  with  a  Portion,  more  or  lefs,  of 
native  Light,  can  we  in  Reafon  deny  the 
fame  Privilege  to  thofe,  which  feem  to  be 
infinitely  better  qualified,  not  to  fay  made 
on  Purpofe  to  partake  of,  and  to  difpenfe 
the  fame  to  others  ? 

Grant  there  may  be  fbme  finall  Por¬ 
tion  of  latent  Light  in  the  M  o  o  n,  as  well 
as  in  all  other  denfe  and  ofake  Bodies,  re¬ 
plied  Laurentius,  yet  what  is  that  to 
our  Point?  In  the  Experiments  you  men¬ 
tion,  The  latent  Light  never  fhews  itfelf, 
until  the  Bodies  be  either  put  into  violent 
Motion ,  or  elfe  very  briskly  rubb'd againft 
one  another ;  and  not  then  neither  but  in 
a  dark  Room.  But  nothing  of  this  kind 
can  be  praitifed  upon  the  Body  of  the 

E  z  Moon  : 
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Moon:  Or,  if  it  could,  the  Light  fhe 
would  give  that  Way,  in  all  Probability 
would  be  but  very  inconftderable . 

There  are  feveral  things  in  Nature, 
faid  you,  whole  innate  and  latent  Light 
may  be  excited  and  awakened  without  the 
Help  of  Attrition  or  a  dark  Room.  A- 
bout  Babylon ,  there  is  a  fort  of  fat  Clay 
or  Slime,  called  Naphta,  which,  as  Bln- 
tarch  and  Strabo  relate,  a  Fire  or  Candle 
at  fome  conftderable  Diftance  will  fet  on 
Fire  ;  and  which  will  thereupon  burn  fc 
vigoroufly,  as  to  put  all  the  intermediate 
Air  too  into  a  Flame.  5P liny  deforibes  a 
Herb ,  whofe  Root  would  take  Fire  at  a 
Diftance  like  Naphta.  Near  Grenoble  in 
France ,  There  is,  as  Gajfendus  reports,  an 
ardent  Fountain ,  which,  if  touched  with 
a  lighted  Torch,  will  take  Fire,  and  conti- 
nue  burning  for  many  Days  together.  Not 
far  from  Wigan  in  Lancajhire ,  there  is  a 
noted  Well,  from  the  Bottom  whereof,  as 
Mr.  Shirley  and  Dr.  Leigh  obferve,  There 
arifesa  Steam  of  fo  fob  tile  and  imflammable 
a  Nature,  that  the  Flame  of  a  Candle  held 
over  the  Surface  of  the  Water,  will  fet  it 
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on  Fire,  and  make  it  give  a  very  bright 

and  vigorous  Flame.  To  come  yet  nearer 
to  the  Point.  Kepler  informs  us,  That 
fome  Chymifis  in  his  Time,  had  a  way  of 
making  certain  artificial  Gems ,  which  by 
being  expofed  only  to  the  Light  of  the 
Day,  would  burn  like  a  Candle .  The 
Property  of  the  Bolonian  Stone  is  fuffici- 
ently  known,  which  if  expofed  to  the 
Sun,  and  afterwards  carried  into  any  dark 
Place,  will  give  a  fienfible  Light  for  fome 
time.  A  learned  German  Phyfician ,  fent 
a  Prefent  of  a  factitious  Pafie  to  King 
Charles  the  Second ,  and  to  the  Royal 
Society,  which,  upon  being  expofed  a  little 
while  only  to  the  Day  or  Candle  Light, 
would  afterwards  fliine  in  the  dark  like  a 
glowing  Coal ;  between  which  Pafie  and 
the  Bolonian  Stone  there  was  this  Diffe_ 
rence,  that  the  Stone  requires  the  Sun. 
Beams  to  invigorate  it  ;  but  the  Pafie 
needed  no  fhiningSuN  ;  but  did  the  fame 
in  quite  over-caft  Weather,  and  even  in  a 
a  mifty  Day.  The  truly  Honourable 
Mr.  Boyle  has  a  Preparation  of  his  o\vn? 
Which  he  calls  his  Aereal  NoSliluca ,  or 
Jhining  Liquor ,  which  by  being  only  ex^ 
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pofed  to  the  bare  Contact  of  the  Air^  with¬ 
out  any  external  Illuf  ration  or  Heat , 
would  immediately  produce  a  Light  that 
might  be  made  to  laft  a  good  while.  The 
lame  excellent  Perion  allures  us  further  that, 
he  knew  a  Body  dry  and  folid  enough  to  be 
pulverable,  that  barely  by  the  Contact  of 
the  common  Air*>  would,  even  when  it  was 
actually  Cold,  in  a  very  few  Minutes  have 
its  Parts  brought  to  luch  a  Degree  of  Agi¬ 
tation,  that  its  Heat  was  little  lefs  intenfe, 
than  that  of  fome  actually  ignited  Bodies, 
and  might  by  the  further  Action  of  the  Air , 
be  brought  to  afford  fome  Light  alfo.  And 
to  give  you  but  one  Inftance  more  of  this 
Kind ;  a  late  worthy  Member  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences ,  has  taught  us 
how  to  make  a  new  Kind  of  Thoffhorus , 
of  a  very  unpromifing  Kind  of  Stuffs  which 
yet,  being  only  expofed  to  the  open  Air 
by  Hay  or  Nighty  not  only  takes  Fire  of 
ltfeif  in  a  Minute  or  two,  but  even  burns 
with  fuch  Violence  as  to  confome  any  com- 
buftible  Matter  that  comes  near  it. 

If  the  Flame  of  a  Candle  then,  conti¬ 
nued  you ;  can  light  a  t err ef  rial  Vapour ; 
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if  the  Sun  fliining  fo  little  a  while  upon  a 
Stone .  or  other  artificial  Compofition  5 
nay,  if  the  being  only  expofed  to  the  bare 
Action  of  the  common  Air, ,  can  fo  excite 
the  latent  luminous  Vertue  of  many 
Bodies  here  below,  as  to  make  them 
ihine  and  give  a  confiderable  Light ,  and 
produce  oiher  jlrange  Effects ;  if  this 
I  lay,  be  Matter  of  Faff  with  us  here  on 
Earth ;  and  Matter  of  Fait  it  certainly 
is ;  Then  what  Ihould  hinder  but  that  the 
Nature  of  that  celefiial  Thofphorus ,  the 
M  o  o  n,  may  be  fuch,  that  /he  only  wants 
the  Concurrence  of  the  Solar  Vertue ,  to 
excite  and  exalt  her  own  native  Light- 
and  thereby  render  it  more  ufieful,  confipi- 
cuous ,  and  efficacious  to  us  at  this  Diftance 
from  her  ?  May  not  all  that  Variety  of 
Appearances,  which  Jbe  puts  on  every 
Month,  be  better  accounted  for  this  Way, 
than  the  other  ?  And  if  lb  ;  pray  tell  me. 
what  will  become  of  your  boafied Demon- 
fir  at  ion  then  ? 

This,  anlwered  Laurentius,  1 
will  be  bold  to  lay,  is  nothing  but  mere 
Gonjeilure,  And  if  you  ever  viewed  the 

Moon 
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Moon  with  a  Telefcofie ,  you  mull  allow 
there  can  be  no  Foundation  for  it.  By  the 
Help  of  a  good  Glafs,  you  may  plainly 
perceive  that,  Ihe  is  in  all  Refpecfts  juft 
inch  another  grofs,  opake ,  rugged,  and 
uneven  Body  as  tnis  our  Earth  5  That  tnere 
are  large  Trails  in  her,  which  reflect 
the  Light  more  ftrongly,  and  muft  there¬ 
fore  be  dry  Land ;  that  there  are  others 
interfperled  up  and  down,  which  reflect 
the  fame  much  more  faintly,  and  therefore 
muft  be  Water  or  Seas ;  That  the  dry 
Land  is  diftinguiflied  into  huge  Mountains 
and  large  fpatious  Plains  ;  and  that  the 
Seas  are  adorned  with  an  infinite  Number 
of  Ijlands  of  various  Shapes  and  Sizes.  All 
which  is  further  confirmed  from  that  Re¬ 
mark  lately  made  by  a  Levey  end  and  C,u- 
rious  Obferver,  That  when  the  Limit  of 
Light  and  Darknefs  pafles  over  the  brigh¬ 
ter  Parts,  it  plainly  appears  jagged  and  un- 
even ;  but  ftrait  and  even  when  it  pafles 
over  the  darker:  Which  evidently  de- 
monftrates  the  one  to-be  mountainous  and 
dry  like  Land ;  and  the  other,  Jmooth  and 
level ,  like  the  Ocean, 
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That  the  Moon  viewed  through  a 
good  Tele/cope. ,  appears  ftrangely  and  mod 
beautifully  variegated,  is  very  true,  replied 
you.  But,  I  confefs,  I  am  at  a  lofs  to  fee, 
wherein  this  contradicts  any  thing  that  I 
have  faid ;  or  how  it  proves  that  five  is  really 
nothing  but  a  mere  dark  and  opake  Body. 
On  the  other  hand,  as  a  corroborating  Proof 
of  what  I  have  already  advanced  ;  I  think, 
I  may  further  add  that,  for  fome  Days  both 
before  and  after  the  greateft  Part  of  that 
Hemifphere  which  refpe&s  us,  can  receive 
any  Light  from  the  S  u  n,  We  may  plainly 
lee  her  whole  Body,  and  even  tholb  Parts 
too,  which  you  call  her  Spots  ;  which,  as 
I  conceive,  is  a  llirewd  Sign,  not  only  that 
ihe  is  not  a  mere  dark  and  opake  Bod y 
but  that  fhe  mud  be  Miftrefs  of  no  incon- 
fiderable  a  Share  of  Light  of  her  own. 

Oh,  faid  Laurentius  interrupting 
you  ;  that  Secondary  Lights  is  eafily  ac¬ 
counted  for  :  In  EffeCt,  it  is  nothing  but 
the  Light  of  the  SuN,*firft  reflected  from 
the  Earth  to  the  Moon,  and  then 
from  her  back  again  to  the  Eye  of  the 

F  Spectator ; 
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Spectator  $  and  that  in  liich  Abundance,  as 
to  enable  us  to  fee  thofe  Parts  of  her  Body, 
which  otherwife  would  not  be  vifibleat  all, 
atliich  Times.  And  hence  it  is*  that  the 
nearer  the  Moon  is  to  the  Sun,  the  more 

brisk  and  lively  this  Secondary  Light  al¬ 
ways  is  ;  becaufe  the  nearer  llie  is  to  him, 

the  more  is  the  enlightned  Hemifphere  of 
the  Earth  turned  towards  her,  and  con- 
fequently  the  more  Light  do  thole  other- 
wife  dark  Parts  receive  by  Reflexion  from 
thence. 

This  indeed  was  Mefthlin's  Opinion, 
anfwered  you  ;  And  as  it  feemed  to  carry 
a  little  more  Probability  with  it  than  that 
of  the  celebrated  Tycho ,  who  thought  this 
Light  came  from  Venus,  it  has  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  pals  the  more  currently  ever 
fince.  But  I  had  fomething  more  to  offer, 
which  I  am  apt  to  believe  you  will  not  find 
io  ealyto  elude.  During  the  Time  of  the 
Total  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun,  which  hap¬ 
pened  in  May  1706,  and  which  was  cen¬ 
tral  at  Montpellier  and  Marfeilles ,  the 
Mathematicians  of  thofe  Places  obferved, 
that  the  Body  of  the  Moo  n  was  encon> 

palTed 


pafled  with  a  large  Circle  or  Ring  of  Lights 
of  a  very  white  Colour,  concentric  with 
the  M  o  o  n,  and  about  a  Digit  in  Breadth  ; 
that  within  thofe  Limits ,  the  Light  pre- 
ferved  an  equal  Vivacity ;  but  that  chan¬ 
ging  afterwards,  and  growing  (till  weaker 
and  weaker,  it  formed  about  the  Moon 
a  circular  and  luminous  Space  of  about 
eight  Degrees  Diameter .  And  in  the  iaft 
Total  Ec lip fe  of  the  Sun,  which  hap¬ 
pened  at  London ,  the  zzd  of  April  1715. 
one  of  our  ableft  Afironomers  aflures  us, 
“  That  a  few  Seconds  before  the  Sun  was 
all  hid,  there  difcovered  itfelf  round  the 
*6  M  o  o  n  a  luminous  Ring,  about  a  Digit 
“  or  perhaps  the  tenth  Part  of  the  Moon’s 
“  Diameter  in  Breadth  ;  that  it  was  of  a 
“  pale  Whitenefs,  or  rather  Pearl  Colour, 
“  leeming  to  him  a  little  tinged  with  the 
ct  Colours  of  the  Iris ,  and  to  be  concen- 
“  trie  with  the  Moon.  That  whatever 
“  it  was,  this  Ring  appeared  much  brigh - 
“  ter  and  whiter  near  the  Body  of  the 
“  Moon,  than  at  a  Diftance  from  it ;  that 
“  its  outward  Circumference,  which  was 
“  ill  defined,  feenfd  terminated  only  by 
“  the  extreme  Rarity  of  the  Medium  it 
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«  was  compofed  of,  and  in  all  Refpecds 
«  refembled  the  Appearance  of  an  enlight- 
“  ned  Hemifphere  viewed  from  far  ;  that 
“  during  the  Time  of  the  Total  Eclipfe 
«  he  kept  his  Telefcope  conftantly  fixed 
“  on  the  Moon,  in  order  to  obferve 
“  what  might  occur  in  fo  uncommon  an 
“  Appearance  ;  that  he  found  there  were 
u  perpetual  Flakes  or  Corrufcations  of 
Light,  which  feemed  for  a  Moment  to 
ic  dart  out  from  behind  the  Moon,  now 
“  here ,  now  there ,  on  all  Sides ;  but  more 
a  efpecially  on  the  wejiern  Side ,  a  little 
“  before  the  Emerfion ;  and  that  about 
“  two  or  three  Seconds  before  it,  on  the 
lame  wejiern  Side,  where  the  Sun  was 
“  juft  coming  out,  along  and  very  narrow 
“  Streak  of  a  dusky  but  ftrong  red  Light, 
a  feemed  to  colour  the  dark  Edge  of  the 
“  Moon,  tho*  nothing  like  it  had  been 
feen  immediately  after  the  Immerjion ; 
But  that  this  inftantly  vaniflied  upon 
a  the  firft  Appearance  of  the  S  u  n,  as  did 
cc  alio  the  aforefaid  luminous  RingS  An¬ 
other  ingenious  Gentleman,  who  came  over 
from  j Paris  on  Purpole  to  lee  the  fame 
Eclijfe ,  gives  much  the  fame  Account  of 


thoie  luminous  Appearances ;  with  this 
Difference  only,  that  whereas  Dr.  Halley 
obferved  the  Flafbes  of  Light  now  here 
now  there ,  on  all  Sides ,  but  more  efpeci- 
ally  on  the  wejlern  Side,  a  little  before  the 
Emerfwn ;  the  Chevalier  de  Louville  lays, 
that  he  obferved  them,  fome  times  in  one 
Place,  and  fometimes  in  another,  but  more 
elpecially  towards  the  eajlern  or  immerging 
Side,  From  all  which  it  would  feem,  That 
the  one  had  directed  his  Eye  more  to  the 
wejlern  Limb,  and  the  other  more  to  the 
eaftern  ;  and  that  upon  the  whole,  thole 
Flajhes  and  Corrufcations  of  Light  were 
very  numerous  and  conlpicuous  all  over  her 
Body.  And  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 
Paffage  I  have  met  within  another  Author 
who  from  fome  Obfervations  of  his  own  oil 
the  Moon  at  the  Full,  writes  that,  he 
had  often  feen  her  Edges,  and  indeed  her 
whole  enlightened  Disk  to  undulate  and 
fife ,  like  the  Flame  of  a  burning  Furnace  ■ 
fo  that  you  would  fwear  it  could  proceed 
from  nothing  but  her  being  accended  by 
fome  mighty  Fire  within  herlelf. 


Give 
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Give  me  leave  now,  Lauren tius, 
to  reafon  with  you  a  little  upon  thefe  ‘Phe¬ 
nomena.  Will  you  lay  withMonf  CaJJini , 
That  the  Sun  himfelf  is  always  furroun- 
ded  with  a  fort  of  a  luminous  Border ,  or 
Atmofphere  ;  and  that  upon  his  being  in- 
tirely  hid  himfelf  from  our  Sight  by  the 
Body  of  the  Moon,  that  Border  or  At - 
mofphere  difcovers  itfelf  all  around  her ,  in 
the  Form  of  this  luminous  Ring  ?  In  An- 
fwer  to  this,  it  may  fuffice  to  fay,  that,  it 
having  been  obferved  that,  from  the  Be¬ 
ginning  to  the  End  of  the  Total  Tmmer- 
fion,  this  Ring  is  always  exactly  concen¬ 
tric  with  the  Moon  herfelf,  and  not 
with  the  Sun  ;  Others  have  rightly  judged 
that  the  Light  thereof  mull  proceed  from 
her  and  not  from  him. 


From  the  Flajhes  and  Corrufcations 
of  Light  that  were  feen  all  over  the  dark 
Side  of  the  M  o  on,  will  you  conclude  with 
Chevalier  deLouville ,  That  it  mult  then 
have  thundered  and  lightned  there;  and 
confequently  that  the  M  o  o  n  muft  necef- 
farily  have  an  Atmofphere ,  and  that  this 

luminous 
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luminous  Ring  was  nothing  but  the  Light 
of  the  S  u  n  refracted,  through  the  fame  > 
This  perhaps  might  have  done  feme  Ser¬ 
vice,  had  not  Meflieurs  Cajflni ,  Maraldi , 
De  la  Hire,  and  others,  demonllrated 
over  and  over,  That  the  the  Moon  has 
no  fen  fib  le  Atmofphere  at  all. 

Will  you  fuppofe  with  Monf  de  Life, 
That  a  fufficient  Quantity  of  the  Sun’s 
Rays  may  be  fo  inflected  in  their  PafTage 
by  the  Edges  of  the  Moo  n,  as  to  reach 
the  Eye,  and  thereby  caufe  this  luminous 
Appearance  ?  If  this  were  the  Cafe,  fome- 
thing  like  it,  mull  one  Time  or  other  have 
happened  to  Jupiter  and  Venus ;  which 
yet  are  always  oblerved  to  pafs  by  the 
Moon  without  any  Let  or  Moleftation  of 
this  Nature  whatfoever. 

Will  you  feppofe  with  Monf  De  la 
Hire,  the  Edge  of  the  Moon’s  ‘Disk  to  be 
very  rugged  and  uneven,  and  thereby  ca¬ 
pable  of  reflecting  luch  a  Number  of  the 
S  u  n’s  Rays  as  to  produce  this  luminous 
Ring  ?  But,  is  it  poffible  for  any  opake 
Globe,  placed  dire&ly  between  the  lumi¬ 
nous 
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nous  ObjeSl  and  the  Eye,  as  in  this  Cafe* 
to  reflect  any  Light  at  all,  fo  as  to  reach  an 
Eye  placed  within  the  Cone  of  its  own 
Shadow  ?  I  confefs,  I  am  1b  dull  as  not  to 
be  able  to  lee  how  this  can  poflibly  be. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  if  neither  Re¬ 
flexion,  nor  RefraBion,  nor  yet  Inflexion, 
can  be  allowed  to  have  any  Part  in  the  Pro¬ 
duction  of  this  Phenomenon  ;  What  hin¬ 
ders  but  that,  from  thofe  Flajkes  and  Cor- 
rufcations  of  Light ,  which  were  fo  obler- 
vable  all  over  the  dark  Side  of  the  Moon 
at  that  Time,  we  may  fairly  conclude,  floe 
has  really  and  at  all  times  a  ‘Principle  of 
Light  in  herfelf ;  and  that  the  luminous 
Ring  which  appeared  round  about  her,  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  Time  of  the  total  Immerflon , 
was  nothing  but  the  Light  of  her  extreme 
Parts,  equally  awakened  and  accended  all 
around  by  the  Sun,  in  the  Manner  I  juft 
now  mentioned  ? 

What  think  you  of  this,  Lauren- 
tius,  continued  you ;  Does  the  Seas  and 
Mountains  which  you  fancy  you  have  feen 
in  the  Moon,  ftill  flick  with  you  ?  Let  us 

confider 
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confider  them  next,  if  you  pleafe.  Me- 
thinks  the  vaft  Height  you  allow  to  your 
lunar  Mountains  is  lomcwhat  {{locking : 
The  Earth  is  about  fixty  times  bigger 
than  the  Moon,  and  yet  feme  of  her 
Mountains  are  computed  to  be  thrice  as 
high  as  the  higheft  of  ours  ;  which  in  my 
Opinion  is  not  very  likely  ;  efpecially  if 
there  was  that  Analogy  between  her  and 
the  Earth  in  fo  many  other  Relpe&s  as 
you  imagine.  But  tell  me,  I  befeech  you; 
How  do  you  know  that  there  are  any 
Mountains  at  all  in  the  Moon?  I  know 
you’ll  fay,  there  are  fome  Tarts  or  bright 
Spots,  which  may  be  feen  fome  Time  be¬ 
fore  they  come  wichin  the  Limits  of  the 
illuminated  Disk.  Grant  it,  and  what 
follows  ?  That  they  rauft  be  the  Tops  of 
Mountains ,  or  Tarts  lifted  up  above  the 
Reft  of  the  Surface,  otherwife  they  could 
not  be  feen  fo  foon  ?  This,  with  great  Sub« 
million,  I  think  is  begging  the  Queftion  ; 
it  is  founded  upon  a  Suppofition  not  yet  de- 
monfir  at  ed ,  namely,  That  theMooN  is  no¬ 
thing  but  a  mere  dark  and  ofiake  Body,  and 
that  all  the  Light  fhe  gives  proceeds  whol¬ 
ly  from  Reflexion.  But,  pray,  confider  ; 

Q  may 
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may  not  the  Body  of  the  Moon  be  com¬ 
posed  of  fuch  Tarts,  that  flome  may  take 
the  folar  Influence  much  eafier  and  quicker 
than  others  ?  May  there  not  be  fuch  fleer et 
Communications,  That  the  quickening  V er- 
tue  may  be  conveyed  from  the  enlightned 
Hemifphere  to  many  of  the  neighbouring 
Parts,  fome  Time  before  they  come  adu- 
ally  under  the  Influence  of  his  dired  Rays? 
May  it  not  fo  happen,  that  thofe  Parts, 
which  you  fancy  to  be  the  Tops  of  Moun¬ 
tains ,  for  no  other  .Reafon,  but  becaufe 
upon  your  Hypothefls ,  you  can  no  other- 
wife  Account  for  their  being  feen  fo  foon, 
may  be  accended  and  enlightened  this 
Way  ?  Nay,  there  being  fo  many  of  thofe 
bright  Spots  to  be  feen,  almoft  at  all  times, 
bordering  on  the  Limit  of  Light  and  Dark - 
neflsj  is  it  not  moll  probable  that  they  are 
fuch  as  have  a  freer  Communication  with 
the  illuminated  Parts,  and  are  better  dift 
pofed  to  receive  the  flolar  Influence ,  and 
confequently  begin  to  Ihew  themfelves 
much  fooner  than  the  Reft  ? 

I  am  next  to  confider  your  Seas ;  flome 
Parts  give  a  ftrong  and  vigorous  Light ;; 

andi 
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and  others  appear  more  faint  and  languid. 
The  former ,  you  think  mud  be  Land ; 
and  the  latter ,  Sea.  But  why  fo,  I  pray? 
May  not  the  greater  Brightnefs  of  the  one, 
as  well  as  the  darker  and  weaker  Light  of 
the  other  ;  proceed  from  the  more  or  left 
Dilpofition  they  may  have  to  be  impregna¬ 
ted  and  exalted  by  the  Light  of  the  Sun? 
Befides,  are  even  all  the  new  Dhilofophers 
themlelves  fully  fatisfied  about  thefe  Seas? 
very  far  from  it.  One  of  the  mod  eminent 
Afironomers  of  the  laft  Century ,  makes  no 
fcruple  to  declare  ;  Marium  vero  fimili - 
tudinem  illic  nullam  reperio ;  In  the  Moon 
1  can  fee  nothing  like  Seas.  “  For,  in 
u  thole  vaft  Regions,  continues  he,  which 
ci  appear  fo  much  darker  than  the  reft, 
“  and  are  therefore  commonly  called  Seas ; 
“  in  thole  very  Places  viewed  with  a  Ion- 
“  gtiTelefcope^  I  find  little  round  Cavities, 
“  with  Shadows  falling  in  within  them; 

<c  which  can  by  no  means  agree  with 
<c  the  Surface  of  a  Sea ;  and  even  thole 
“  large  Plains,  when  more  carefully  view’d, 
“  do  not  appear  altogether  even  and  lmooth3 
u  and  therefore  they  cannot  be  Seas  ”  The 
lame  or  the  like  Cavities,  another  learned 
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Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences, 
has  firice  obferved  in  all  Parts  of  the  Moon’s 
Face  indifferently  ;  from  which  he  in  like 
manner  concludes  that,  although  fomecall 
the  brighter  Parts  Land ,  and  the  darker , 
Sea ,  yet  in  effed  there  is  nothing  to  be 
feen  there  that  looks  like  a  watery  Sub¬ 
fiance.  And  as  for  that  Oblervation  which 
you  feem  to  lay  fo  much  ftrefs  upon,  I  do 
not  fee  wherein  it  contradids  any  of  thefe 
or  what  you  can  fairly  infer  from  it ;  except 
it  be,  that  the  Subftance  of  the  darker  Parts, 
is,  comparatively  lpeaking,  of  a  more  folid 
and  uniform  Nature  and  Contexture,  and 
confequently  that  it  takes  and  imbibes  the 
Solar  Vertue  more  regularly  than  the 
reft. 

H  ere,  Laurentius,  continued 
you,  I  could  make  a  long  Digreffion.  For, 
if  after  all  the  Attempts  and  Obfervations 
that  have  been  made  to  difeover  an  At  mo - 
fphere  about  the  Body  of  the  Moon,  it 
be  certain  at  laft,  that  ilie  is  encompafled 
With  nothing  but  pure  /Ether  ;  if  there  be 
not  only  no  Demonfiration ,  but  even  no 
probable  Ground  to  believe,  there  are  any 

Seas 


Seas  and  Rivers  in  that  ‘Planet ;  if  the  Mo¬ 
derns  themfelves  are  not  only  not  certain, 
but  even  at  open  Variance  with  one  ano¬ 
ther  upon  the  Matter  ;  if  even  feme  Views, 
tho’  taken  by  fuch  Perfons  as  wanted  nei¬ 
ther  Ability  nor  Inclination  to  dilcover 
fuch  Seas  and  Rivers ,  do  yet  clearly  de- 
monftrate  there  is  no  fuch  thing  there ; 
pray  tell  me ;  what  lhall  we  think  of  all 
thole  grave  Philofophers  and  Divines ; 
who,  from  fuch  imaginary  Seas  and  Ri¬ 
vers,  argue  likewife  for  Rains  and  Dews ; 
from  them,  for  Plants  and  all  other  Ne- 
celfaries  of  Life ;  from  thefe,  for  various 
Animals  to  live  and  feed  upon  them ;  And 
laltly  from  the  whole  to  conclude  that,  the 
Moon  is  in  all  Relpe&s  juft  luch  another 
World,  and  even  peopled  and  inhabited 
like  ours!  Would  not  any  fober  Perlon 
think  that,  the  old  Religion  as  well  as  the 
old  Philofophy  was  in  no  frnall  Danger  of 
being  quite  banilhed  from  amongft  us  ! 
That  Mofes  and  the  Prophets  are  as  much 
out  of  their  Favour  as  Plato  and  Ari- 
Jlotle  / 


But 
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But  to  return.  There  is  one  thing 
more,  which  I  mult  beg  leave  to  undeceive 
you  in  before  I  conclude.  That  the  Moon 
has  really  a  Fund  of  Light  within  herfelf ; 
and  that  her  different  Thafes  are  occa- 
fioned,  not  by  a  borrowed ,  but  by  her 
own  native  and  proper  Light ,  exalted 
and  accended  by  that  of  the  S  u  n,  you 
leem  to  think  is  only  a  Notion ,  a  mere 
Conjecture  of  mine.  But  miltake  me  not. 
La  urentiu  s,  I  have  not  the  Vanity  to 
alfume  to  myfelf  the  Honour  of  liich  a®i- 
fcovery.  I  think,  I  am  able  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear,  not  only  that  many  of  the  Antients 
were  of  this  Opinion  ;  but,  which  is  much 
more  confiderable,  That  it  is  really  more 
confonant  to  the  Fhilofophy  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures ;  and  to  that  aftonilhing 
and  Vertue ,  which  lhe  is  known  to  exer- 
cife  over  many  kinds  of  terrejlrial  Bodies, 
than  any  other. 

ANDfirft,  for  Antiquity .  I  fhall  begin 
with  Tbilo’s  Account  of  the  Nature  of  the 
celejlial  Bodies :  a  When  God  had  re- 
“  lolvedto  create  this  vifible  World,  lays 
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“  he,  he  firft  of  all  formed  as  it  were  in 
“  his  own  Mind  a  c  ample  at  Idea  of  his 
“  intended  Work :  This  Idea  we  may  call 
“  the  intelligible  World ;  the  creating 
“  Logos  ;  and  the  Image  of  God.  After 
“  the  Pattern  of  the  intelligible  World,  he 
“  created  firft  the  incoporeal  World,  and 
“  the  invijible  Earth ,  and  the  Idea  of 
Air,  and  of  a  1 01  d  •,  then  the  incorpo- 
“  real  Efience  of  Water,  and  of  Spirit, 
“  and  of  Light.  And  this  incoporeal 
“  Light,  which  is  the  Image  of  the  intelli- 
“  gible  Light,  is  that  fuper-celejiial  Trea- 
“  fare  ;  that  univerfal  and  never-failing 
“  Fountain  of  pure  Light,  from  which 
<c  the  Sun  and  Moon,  and  all  the  Stars 
“  and  Planets  are  conftantly  fupplied 
“  with  all  the  Light  which  they  feverally 
“  enjoy.”  Here  the  Sun  and  Moon 
and  Stars  and  Planets  are  all  put 
upone  one  and  the  fame  Foot ;  they  have 
every  one  their  own  peculiar  Light ;  they 
all  derive  their  feveral  Teculiars  from  one 
and  the  lame  faper-cclejhal  and  never - 
failing  Fountain . 
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According  to  Apuleius,  the  c de¬ 
nial  Bodies,  the  Moon  and  Planets, 
as  well  as  the  S  u  n  and  S  t  a  r  s,  all  derive 
their  Light  and  Vertues  refpe&ively  from 
the  quickening  Tower  of  God.  “  The 
u  /Ether,  lays  he,  and  all  thofe  celefiial 
“  Fires  that  adorn  the  lame,  are  accen¬ 
ts.  ded  by  the  Vivacity  of  the  immortal 
u.  God.  Being  placed  above  the  Regions 
U  of  Mortality,  and  kindled  by  this  di¬ 
nt  vine  original  Fire ,  they  burn  like  io 
it  many  tllufirious  Torches,  and  enlighten 
«  all  things  within  their  wide  Circumfe- 
w  rence”.  The  Robe ,  wherein  he  makes 
Isis  to  appear,  he  repreients  as  adorned 
with  Stars  of  great  Luflre ,  and  with  the 
M oon  in  the  midft  of  them,  Ihining  like 
th  q  pure  ft  hire.  And  where  he  delcnbes 
the  [even  ‘Planets ,  he  exprefsly  afcribes  a 
divine  and  immortal  Source  of  Fire ,  to 
the  great  Ruler  of  the  Night.  “  Within 
«  the  Sphere  of  the  fixed  Stars,  fays  he, 
a  revolve  (even  Bodies  illultiious  foi  their 
**  divine  Powers  and  V ertues  ;  firft,  Sa- 
“  turn  ;  then,  Jupiter  ;  next,  Mars  ; 
«  then,  Mercury ;  next,  Venus ;  then,  the: 
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tf  Sun;  and  laft  of  all  the  Moon,  the 
u  Boundary  of  the  JEthercal  Heights, 
“  which  maintaining  within  herfelf  a  du 
u  vine  and  immortal  Source  of  Fire,  is 
K  by  regular  and  equal  AcceUions  of  new 
“  Bower  and  Vertue ,  perpetually  excited 
u  and  renewed”  As  yet,  no  Bhilofopher 
of  any  Eminence,  had  conceived  fo  low  and 
abjeEl znldea  of  thzIVorks  oi  an  infinitely 
per  fell  Being,  as  to  imagine  or  maintain 
that  Jix  out  of  the  feven  mod  illuftrious  Bo¬ 
dies  within  the  whole  Compafes  of  Nature, 
are  nothing  but  fo  many  great  Lumps  of 
mere  grofs ,  opake,  and  inactive  Matter. 

For  the  Honour  of  the  Antients ,  con¬ 
tinued  you,  I  cannot  but  obferve  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  fo  far  were  they  from  giving  any  Coun¬ 
tenance  to  fetch  a  Notion  ;  That,  I  think  I 
may  venture  to  fay,  they  hardly  agree  in 
any  thing  fo  unanimoufly  as  in  this,  that 
the  Moon  is  not  a  mere  opake  Body.  In 
the  Italic  School,  Bythagoras ,  Barmeni- 
des ,  Empedocles ,  and  Leucippus  ;  In  the 
Ionic ,  Anaximander  and  Anaximenes  ;  In 
the  Eleatic,  Xenophanes  ;  In  the  Academy , 
Blato  ;  In  the  Lyceum,  Arifeotle ;  In  the 
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Torch,  Zeno ;  all  thefe,  I  fay,  together 
with  all  their  numerous  Train  of  Follow¬ 
ers. ,  unanimoufly  taught  and  held  the 
Moon,  as  well  as  the  S  u  n,  to  be  a  Body 
partaking  in  feme  Meafure  of  the  Nature  of 
Fire  and  Light .  Democritus  and  Ana¬ 
xagoras  called  her,  gzplu/zoL  foil - 

dim  Ignitum ,  five  accenfim  5  Diogenes , 
uio'O'Yi^peic&s  oLvctfj'fzcti  Fax  pumiciformts  ig~ 
nit  a ,  five  accenfa  ;  lo ,  a  Body  rS  Siccvyi^ 
nv\  d(pefyk>  partim  lucidum. ,  partim  obfcu - 
77/722 ;  even  Epicurus  himfelf  had  the  A/i?- 
to  confefs  that,  the  Lights  which  this 
Dlanet  gives,  may  poffibly  be  her  own. 

Nay,  fuch  is  the  Force  of  Truth,  that 
I  could  name  leveral  modern  Authors  of 
great  Fame  and  Worthy  who  have  allowed 
as  much  as  I  need  contend  for.  The  lear¬ 
ned  GerardVoJfius ,  who  has  handled  this 
Subject  at  large,  concludes,  as  I  remember, 
with  thefe  remarkable  Words  ;  Gfuare  fc 
potius  fatuendum  videtur  habere  quidem 
Lunam  aliquid  Lucis  native  ac  propria ; 

That  all  things  confidered,  itfeemsmoft 
a  realbnable  to  conclude,  That  the  Moon 
{€  has  indeed  feme  fmali  Portion  of  Light, 
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ce  which  may  be  truly  and  properly  laid  to 
*c  to  be  her  own.”  The  Incomparable 
Mr.  Boyle>  though  otherwife  a  profeffed 
Admirer  and  Encourager  of  the  New  Phi - 
tofophy,  was  alfo  of  the  fame  Opinion  ; 
For,  in  one  of  his  laft  Pieces,  he  maintains 
not  only  that  the  Moon,  but  even  that  eve¬ 
ry  Planet  hath  its  diflinfrt  Light  differing 
from  all  the  reft.  “  We  fay,  they  are  his 
“  own  Words ,  that  every  Planet  hath  its 
<c  own  proper  Light :  And  as  the  Light  of 
ic  the  S  u  n,  is  one  thing,  the  Light  of  the 
u  Moon  another  ;  fo  every  Planet  hath 
“  its  own  diflin£t  Light,  differing  from  all 
a  the  other. 

The  lame,  I  think,  may  be  alfo  fairly 
concluded  from  fundry  late  Experiments. 
Dr.  Hooke  made  feveral  Tryals  with  refle¬ 
cting  concave  Glajfes ,  which  collected 
great  Quantities  of  the  lunar  Rays :  And 
he  concentred  them  upon  a  Thermoflcope , 
which  would  be  fenfibly  moved  by  a  very 
little  Alteration  of  Heat  or  Cold  ;  but  he 
owns,  he  could  not  certainly  perceive  any 
ienfible  Variation ,  though  the  little  acci¬ 
dental  Changes  of  Heat  or  Cold  in  the 

H  x  ambient 


5z  Of  the  MO  ON : 

ambient  Air ,  were  very  fenfible  by  it. 
Monfi  T/chirnhaus ,  made  convex  Burning- 
Glajfles  of  that  prodigious  Force,  as  to 
turn  Gold  into  a  kind  of  fine  purple- 
colour’d  Glafs.  By  the  lame  Glaffes,  he 
likewife  concentred  the  Rays  of  the  Moon. 
But  thof  by  this  Means  he  could  increafe 
her  Light  to  a  great  Degree,  yet  he  owns 
he  could  never  difcover  the  leaft  Increale 
of  Heat.  Monfi  de  la  Hire ,  the  younger , 
with  a  Burning-Glafls  of  thirty  five  Inches 
? Diameter ,  and  the  belt  Thermometer  in 
the  Royal  Obfervatory ,  made  another  Ex¬ 
periment  upon  the  Light  of  the  Moon,  at 
the  full)  and  in  the  Meridian ,  and  in  a 
very  clear  Night ;  the  Refult  whereof 
the  ftill  the  lame  :  For,  tho?  the  Rays  of 
the  Moon  were  here  concentred  into 
lefs  than  the  three  hundredth  Part  of  the 
fpace  they  naturally  take  up  ;  and  confe- 
quently  had  as  much  Rower  there,  as 
three  hundred  Full  Moons  would  have 
in  the  ordinary  Way,  yet  all  this  produced 
no  Manner  of  Alteration  in  the  Thermo - 
meter.  Now,  if  all  Light  was  of  one  and 
the  fame  Kind  or  Nature  ;  And,  if  the 
Jdght  of  the  Moon  was  nothing  bqt  the 
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Reflexion  of  the  Sun’s  Rays  •  whence,  I 
pray,  fhould  this  furprifing  Difference  come, 
that  with  almoft  any  Burning-Glafs  you 
may  concenter  the  Rays  of  the  Sun,  fo  as 
to  make  them  increafe  very  confiderably 
both  in  Light  and  Heat ;  whereas  con¬ 
center  the  Rays,  and  even  encreafe  the 
Light  of  the  other  as  much  as  poffibly  you 
can,  and  you  fhall  not  be  able  by  any  Way 
or  Means  to  difcover  the  leaft  Increafe  of 
Heat  at  all  ?  Does  not  this  evidently  de- 
monftrate,  That  the  Light  of  the  Moon 
is  of  a  different  Nature  from  that  of  the 
Sun,  and  confequently  that  it  nuift  be 
really  and  truly  her  own  ? 

I  come  in  the  next  Place,  to  fhew 
more  particularly,  what  Part  the  Ancients 
thought  the  Sun  to  have  in  this  Affair. 
Xenophanes ,  and  others,  as  Gajfendus  ob~ 
ferves,  held,  that  the  Light  of  the  Moon 
is  a  Comp  o fit  ion  or  Mixture  of  the  Sun’s 
and  her  own  Light  together.  The  Author 
of  the  Book  De  placitis  Thilofophorum , 
takes  notice  that  in  his  Time,  feveral 
thought  that  the  different  Bhafes  or  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  Moon,  were  caufed  by 
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her  Lights  being  reciprocally  accented  and 
extinguished  after  a  certain  regular  and 
due  Proportion.  The  Author  of  the  Frag¬ 
ment,  by  fome  afcribed  to  Cenforinus3 
fays  exprefsly,  Luna  de  foie  flammatur  ; 
and  elfewhere,  Luna  creditur  ignem  a  fo¬ 
ie  concipere3  S>,  quantum  percutitur3  ar - 
defcere.  The  Rrince  of  the  Roman  Rhi- 
lofophers ,  in  feveral  Places  of  his  Works, 
difcovers  his  Opinion  as  to  this  Matter,  in 
very  plain  and  explicite  Terms  :  Nay,  he 
mentions  it  not  only  as  a  Rhilofophical 
Motion ,  but  which  is  more,  he  delivers  it 
as  a  fort  of  a  divine  Difcovery.  For,  a- 
mong  the  many  iublime  and  momentous 
Documents  of  Rhilofophy  and  Morality , 
which  he  makes  the  Great,  the  then  happy 
Africanus  reveal  to  his  Grandfon,  the 
young  Scipio3  the  Nature  and  Order  of 
the  celefial  Bodies  is  one ;  and  this  among 
the  reft,  That  the  S  u  n  is  the  Captain  and 
Rrince  of  all  the  Rlanets ,  and  that  the 
Light  of  the  Moon  is  acc ended  by  his 
Rays .  Cleomedes  mentions  three  Opi¬ 
nions  ;  That  of  Berofus  the  Babylonian , 
who  held  the  M  o  o  n  to  be  yjuihwesv  acpcq- 
e&v*  Spheram  femi-ardentem  ;  that  is, 

half 


half-luminous  and  half-opake  ;  that  of 
Thales  the  Mile  fan ,  who  is  faid  to  be  the 
firfl:  that  broached  the  Notion  of  the 
Moon’s  Light  being  nothing,  but  the 
Beams  of  the  Sun  reflected  back  to  us3 
without  any  kind  of  Mixture  or  other 
Alteration  whatfoever  ;  and  this  I  am  now 
fpeaking  of.  And  after  a  full  Examination 
of  the  two  firfl;,  he  concludes,  as  I  have 
done,  that  the  Light  which  the  M  o  o  n  is 
obferved  to  acquire ,  is  nothing  but  her 
own  native  weaker  Light  impregnated  and 
accended  to  that  high  Degree,  by  the 
fironger  and  more  mafculine  Power  of  the 
Sun. 


I  might  likewife  add,  That  the  feve- 
ral  Names  of  the  M  o  o  n  in  the  Hebrew ,  in 
the  Greek ,  and  in  the  Latin ,  plainly  fliew 
that  when  they  were  firfl:  given,  it  was  ge¬ 
nerally  believed,  that  fhe  was  a  Body  en¬ 
dued  with  no  inconfiderable  Share  of  Light 
of  her  own.  Thus  the  Romans ^  as  Tully  ob~ 
ferves,  called  her  Luna ,  a  lucendo ;  the 
Greeks  *ujct,pcjL  tJ  ctsKccs^  viov^a  novo 

lumine  ;  or  perhaps  from  ai Acts,  which,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Apuleius ,  in  theGr^  Language, 
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fignifies  aeris  incenfi  lucem  ;  the  Jews, 
and  the  former  from  ms  laxity 

an'd  the  latter  from  ?£>  albus.  I  might 
further  obferve  from  Taufanias  and  Tully 
among  the  Ancients ;  as  well  as  from  Cy¬ 
ra  Idas,  Vrfinus ,  Beger,  La  Chaujfe , 
Spanheim ,  and  other  modern  Antiquaries , 
that  the  GrwLr  and  Romans ,  who  wor- 
fhipped  this  y&wtf,  under  the  feveral 
Names  of  Luctna ,  Diana,  Hecate ,  Ceres j 
and  Troferfine ,  often  reprefented  thole  fe¬ 
veral  Deities,  with  a  lighted  Torch  in  one 
Hand,  and  fometimes  with  one  in  each 
Hand  ;  as  it  were  on  purp  ofe  to  Ihew  that 
flie  giveth  her  Light  in  the  Manner  I  am 
contending  for.  But  after  what  I  hav e  laid 
already,  I  hope,  I  need  not  enlarge  upon 
fuch  Particulars. 

A  s  for  the  Holy  Scriptures,  continued 
you  ;  I  am  perfwaded  you  will  hardly  di- 
fpute  the  Point.  The  feveral  Texts  I  have 
already  quoted  to  prove  her  being  truly 
and  £r  overly  a  great  Lumin  ar  y?  as 
well  as  a  Body  of  great  Tower  and  Ex¬ 
cellence^  evidently  demonftrate  £he  cannot 
be  that  grofs^  opake^  and  inaElive  Body 

you 


you  imagine.  Ifaiah  and  Ezekiel ;  St. 
Matthew  and  St.  Mar k,  (from  the  Mouth 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  Eternal 
T  r  u  t  h,)  plainly  intimate  that  ihe  is  real* 
ly  a  luminous  Body ;  and  that  in  the  laft 
Agonies  of  Nature,  jhe  foallceafe  to  cause 
her  Light  to  Jhine  upon  the  Earth.  St. 
Paul  allures  us  that,  there  is  one  Glory 
of  the  S  u  n  ;  another  of  the  Moon;  and 
another  of  the  St  ars  ;  which,  I  think, 
mult  be  allowed  to  imply  a  different  kind 
of  Light  in  each.  I  cannot  but  again  take 
Notice  of  the  Account  of  Jefus  the  Son  of 
Sirach  ;  the  Moon,  fays  he,  is  the  Beau¬ 
ty  of  Heaven^  the  Glory  of  the  Stars ,  an 
Ornament  giving  Light  in  the  higheft 
Places  of  the  Lord:  By  Nature  then  llie 
is  not  a  mere  dark  andgrofs  Lump  of  com * 
mon  Matter  ;  Ihe  cannot  be  wholly  defti- 
tute  of  all  Light  of  her  own.  She  is  o-ngS®* 
ozztpzjuSoAcop  op  an  Infrumenty  Eejfel \ 
or  Organ  of  the  Armies  above  ;  of  the 
whole  Hoft  ;  of  all  the  Powers  of  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  of  all  that  innumerable  Army  of 
Stars  which  encircle,  and,  as  I  may  fay, 
keep  conflant  Watch  and  Ward  over  the 
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whole  vifible  Creation  ;  therefore,  neither 
She  nor  They  are  mere  paffiive  and  ina- 
tfive  Bodies,  or  wholly  deftitute  of  all 
Communication  with  one  another :  That 
would  be  utterly  inconfiftent,  either  with 
the  T )fe  of  an  Army ,  or  with  the  Office  of 
one  appointed  to  minifter  between  them 
and  us.  She  is  a  Luminary  that  de- 
creafeth  ’On  or  as  the  Alexan¬ 

drian  Manufcript  has  it,  ’t&i  crwjTeh&ct,  in 
confummationem  in  perfcclionem  ;  vel,  eo 
ut  perficiatur,  in  order  to  her  being  made 
perfect ;  That  is,  flie  haftens  to  meet  the 
Sun,  in  order  to  trim  her  Lamp  afrelh  at 
his  Beams  *,  In  order  to  be  impregnated 
with  new  Tower  and  Vertue,  and  thereby 
fitted  and  enabled  to  perform  all  the  leve- 
ral  Fund: ions  of  her  iucceeding  Courle; 
or,  as  the  late  great  Rejiorer  of  the  anci¬ 
ent  Hieroglyphic  Learning  exprefies  it,  ut 
fcetu  &  vivica  virtute  repleatur.  Laft- 
ly,  She  increafeth  wonderfully  in  her 
changing.  Wonderfully  !  as  how  ?  The 
Word  which  we  tranflate  changing,  in  the 
Original  is,  aAAoiW;  ;  which  Ariftotle 
defines  to  be  xhms  n&f*  7d  wmv  ;  In  which 
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Senfe  a  thing  is  only  changed,  when  an 
Alteration  is  made  in  the  Qualities^  Affe- 
Bionsy  or  TaJJions  thereof.  The  Wonder 
therefore,  as  I  take  it,  does  not  lie  barely 
in  her  increafing  in  Light ,  or  in  her  chan¬ 
ging  Appearances  fo  often  as  ihe  does ; 
but  more  elpecially  in  this,  That  all  along 
as  lhe  increaleth  in  Light,  many  different 
and  various  Changes  and  Alterations  are 
inceflantly  wrought  and  produced  in  the 
Qualities  and  Confiitution  of  her  Nature. 
And  this  is  truly  wonderful.  If  you  ask, 
by  what  Agents  fuch  Changes  and  Alte¬ 
rations  are  wrought?  I  anfwer  by  the  Sun, 
and  by  thofe  Armies  above,  whofe  In- 
ftrument  fhe  is ;  by  whofe  feveral  Influen¬ 
ces  it  is  more  than  probable,  fhe  may  be 
impregnated  every  Moment  with  many 
new  zn&furpriJingVertues.  But  this  is 
not  a  Time  to  enquire  how  and  by  what 
Means  all  the  Changes  lhe  may  be  liable 
to,  are  produced.  It  is  fufficient  to  ob- 
lerve  that,  lhe  is  here  reprelented  as  a 
Luminary  of  great  Tower  and  Vertue , 
and  as  a  Body  fubjed  to  continual  Changes 
and  Alterations  ;  and  confequently  that 

I  2  among 
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among  many  others,  which  the  Sun  may 
be  the  Caufe  of,  This  of  altering. ,  exal- 
tingy  and  accending  her  weaker  Light  by 
his  more  powerful  Influence,  in  all  Proba¬ 
bility  is  none  of  the  leaft  confiderable. 

I  come  now  in  the  laft  Place,  conti¬ 
nued  you,  to  give  you  fome  Inftances  of 
the  Tower  and  Influence  of  this  mighty 
Tlanet  in  the  natural  World.  T  liny  and 
TIioflcorides  defcribe  a  fort  of  precious 
Stone ,  called  a  Selenite ,  which  in  the 
Night-time  exhibits  the  Image  of  the 
Mo  on,  and  increafes  and  decreafes  as 
flie  does.  Severus  a  noble  Roman ,  as 
Fhotius  relates,  favv  a  Stone  at  Alexan¬ 
dria ,  wherein  was  divers  Figures  of  the 
Moon,  fometimes  increafing  and  fome- 
times  aecreafing  according  to  the  Sun; 
and  that  therein  alfo  was  to  be  feen  the  Fi¬ 
gure  of  the  Sun;  for  which  Reafon  they 
called  fitch  Stones,  Lapides  Synoditte.  The 
fame  Perfon  alfo,  fays  the  fame  Author, 
law  another  Stone  there,  which  being  put 
into  Water,  exhibited  a  little  Moon,  and 
turned  about  of  itfelf  according  to  the 

Motions 
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Motions  of  that  Planet ;  which  therefore, 
they  called  an  Aqui-lunar  Stone .  Kircher 
fays  there  there  is  in  China  a  Stone  of  ine- 
ftimable  Price,  which  increafes  and  decrea- 
fes  with  the  Moon.  Mizaldus  informs  us, 
That  he  faw  a  Stone  himfelf  in  the  Hands 
of  a  curious  and  intimate  Friend,  about  the 
Shape  and  Size  of  an  Onion,  and  black 
and  finooth  like  hard  Pitch  ;  In  which 
there  was  a  whitijb  Spot,  which  increa- 
fed  and  decreafed  every  Day  as  the  Moon 
did.  This,  he  fufpeefted  at  firfl  to  be  a 
Work  of  Art,  and  therefore  prevailed  with 
his  Friend  to  lend  him  the  Stone  for  a 
Month,  to  examine  it  more  nicely.  The 
Refult  whereof  was,  that  he  was  convin¬ 
ced  it  was  the  Wcrk  of  Nature;  that  at 
every  Conjunction ,  the  Spot  was  but  juft 
to  be  feen  at  the  Edge  of  the  Stone ;  that 
it  moved  and  increafed  as  the  Moon  did  ; 
until  it  came  to  the  Center  of  the  Stone, 
where  it  exacftly  reprefented  the  full 
Moon;  and  that  afterwards  it  gradually 
decreafed  with  the  Moon,  and  returned 
the  fame  Way  it  came  to  the  Edge  of  the 
Stone  again.  And  thus  it  continued  mo¬ 
ving 
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ving  backwards  and  forwards,  increafing 
and  decreajing  and  had  never  been  obfer- 
ved  to  fail.  Such  another  Stone,  Cardan 
tells  us,  Pope  Clement  VII.  had,  with  a 
Golden  Spot  in  it,  which,  in  Imitation  of 
the  Sun,  moved  quited  round  it  once  a 
Day. 

Wonderful  Thanomena  !  too  won¬ 
derful,  peradventure  you’ll  fay,  to  be  be¬ 
lieved.  But  what  lhall  we  fay  then  to  ma¬ 
ny  other  Pittances  of  the  Tower  of  this 
Planet  over  many  Sorts  of  things  ;  for  the 
Credibility  whereof  we  have  the  Suffrage 
and  Authority  even  of  forne  of  the  new 
Thilofopbers  themfelves?  The  excellent 
Mr.  Boyle,  in  one  of  his  Treatifes  tells 
us,  they  have  a  received  Tradition  in  Ja¬ 
va,  that  the  Beams  of  the  M  o  o  n  are  wont 
to  caufe  Contractures  in  the  Bodies  of  thofe 
that  ftay  too  long  expofed  to  them  j  and 
that  the  Truth  thereof  was  confirmed  to 
him  by  an  ingenious  Dodor,  that  with  Ap- 
plaule  pradifed  Thyjick  in  thoie  Parts ; 
who  affined  him,  he  had  obferved,  that  by 
that  Means  only,  fome  were  made  lame  ; 

or 


or  elfe  had  fome  of  their  Limbs  contracted 
for  divers  Weeks,  and  fome  for  many 
Months,  or  even  a  longer  Time;  and  that 
himfelf  in  particular,  foon  after  his  Arrival 
in  thole  Parts,  having  one  Night  laid  him¬ 
felf  down  very  flenderly  covered  to  fleep, 
in  a  Place  upon  which  the  Moon  could 
fully  beat  for  a  good  Part  of  the  Night ; 
when  he  went  to  rife,  found  his  Neck  lo 
ltiff,  that  he  was  fcarce  able  at  all  to  ftir  it, 
and  his  Mouth  fo  drawn  awry,  that  it  was 
hideous  to  behold  ;  which  continued  upon 
him  for  fome  Days,  until  by  the  Ule  of 
brisk  Aromatic  Medicines,  he  got  off  a 
ContraClure,  which  ufed  to  flay  very  much 
longer  with  others. 

The  lame  curious  Gentleman,  in  ano¬ 
ther  of  his  Treatifes,  tells  us  that  he  knew 
an  intelligent  Perfon  that,  having  by  a  very 
dangerous  Fall,  fo  broken  his  Head,  that 
divers  large  Pieces  of  his  Skull  were  taken 
out ;  for  divers  Months  that  he  lay  under 
the  Surgeon’s  Hands,  conftantly  obferved 
that  about  the  full  Moon,  there  would 
be  extraordinary  Prickings  and  Shootings 
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in  the  wounded  Parts  of  his  Head,  as 
if  the  Meninges  were  ftretched  or  prefled 
againft  the  rugged  Parts  of  the  broken 
Scull,  and  this  with  lb  much  Pain,  as 
would  for  two  or  three  Nights  hinder 
his  Sleep,  of  which  at  all  other  times  of 
the  Moon  he  ufed  to  enjoy  a  Competen¬ 
cy.  And  that  the  Gentleman  further  ad¬ 
ded,  that  the  Surgeons  oblerved  from 
Month  to  Month,  as  well  as  himlelf^  the 
Operation  of  the  full  Moon  upon  his 
Head,  informing  him  that  they  then  mani- 
feftly  perceived  an  Expanjion  or  Intume- 
fcence  of  his  Brain ,  which  appeared  not 
at  all  at  the  new  Moon;  nor  was  he 
then  obnoxious  to  the  forementioned  pric¬ 
king  Pains. 

In  another  lliort  Difcourfe  at  the  End 
of  the  fame  Treatife,  the  fame  noble  Au¬ 
thor,  among  fandry  other  curious  Obfer- 
vations  on  various  Subjects,  tells  us  that, 
having  asked  an  inquifitive  Traveller,  who 
had  waited  on  a  German  Brince  addicted 
to  Chymijlry ,  and  was  imploy  ed  by  him  in 
his  private  Laboratory ,  forne  Queftions 

in 
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about  Ore  of  Bifmute  or  Tin-Glafs,  and  in 
particular  whether  he  had  obferved  any¬ 
thing  of  the  varying  Bulk  of  a  ftrange  Li¬ 
quor  obtainable  from  it ;  the  Gentleman  an- 
fweredhim  to  this  EffeCt ;  that  he  had  Oc- 
cafionto  make  many  Try als  upon  that  Mi- 
neral  and  that  particularly  by  his  Prince’s 
Command,  he  had  diddled  a  confiderable 
Quantity  of  a  certain  Sort  of  it  ;  and  that 
he  thereby  obtained  a  Liquor,  which  being 
by  Rectification  freed  from  its  fuperfluous 
Flegm,  amounted  to  about  half  a  Pint. 
That  this  Liquor  was  put  into  a  Viol, 
Which  it  almoft  half  filled ;  and  that  the 
Viol  being  exaCtly  flopped,  was  fet  afide 
in  a  quiet  Place  ;  where,  according  to  the 
Prince’s  Expectation,  as  the  Light  of  the 
Moon  increafed  from  the  New  Moon 
towards  the  Full ,  fo  this  Liquor  gradu¬ 
ally  fuelled,  and  that  not  in  a  hardly  per¬ 
ceptible  Degree ,  but  very  manifeflly  and 
con fider ably \  fo  that  when  the  Moon 
was  at  the  full ,  the  Liquor  reached 
almoft  to  the  Toft  of  the  Glafs  ;  and 
during  her  W ane ,  as  the  Light  de - 
creafedy  fo  did  the  Bulk  of  the  Liquor , 

K  which 
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which  was  always  leajl  at  the  New 
Moon. 

A  physician,  you  know,  at  this 
time  in  great  Reputation  and  EJleem,  has 
obliged  the  WBrld  with  a  learned  Treat  ije 
to  demonftrate  the  Tower  and  Dominion 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  over  humane  Bo¬ 
dies  ;  in  which,  among  many  other  In- 
ftances,  he  tells  us,  from  Bartolin,  of  an 
Epileptic  Girl ,  that  had  Spots  in  her  Face, 
that  changed  both  in  Colour  and  Magni¬ 
tude  with  the  Moon;  from  C.  Tifo  of  a 
Noble  Woman,  whofe  left  Cheek,  together 
with  a  Part  of  her  Neck,  fwelled  to  a  ma- 
nifeft  Tumor  about  every  New  Moon; 
from  Kerkringius ,  of  a  certain  French 
Matron ,  whofe  Face  at  the  Time  of  every 
Full  Moon,  was  well  lhaped  and  indeed 
very  beautiful ;  but  that  as  Ihe  decreafed, 
her  Eyes,  Nole,  and  Mouth,  were  drawn 
of  one  Side,  fo  that  Ihe  was  alhamed  to  be 
feen  abroad,  till  the  Increafe  of  the  Moon 
again,  when  Hie  gradually  recovered  her 
natural  Shape  and  Beauty ;  from  the  Thilo- 
fophical  Tranfaflions,  of  leveral  Tericdi- 

cal 


cal  Evacuations  of  Bloody  and  fome  at  very 
unufaal  Parts  of  the  Body,  as  a  Thumbs  a 
Finger ;  all  exa&ly  following,  and  there¬ 
fore  moft  probably  caufed  by  the  Courfe 
and  Influence  of  the  Moo-n  ;  From  his 
own  Knowledge ,  of  a  Boy ,  whofe  Fits  al¬ 
ways  returned  at  highWater^  and  went  off 
again  at  low  Water  ;  and  that  fo  regular¬ 
ly,  that  his  Father,  who  was  a  Lighter¬ 
man,  and  lived  near  th ^Thames fide ,  could 
at  any  Time  a-bed,  from  the  Condition  of 
his  Son,  tell  how  the  Tide  was,  and  order 
his  Affairs  accordingly. 

In  a  Word,  L  a  urentius,  what  ihall 
we  fay  to  a  thoufiand  unqueftionable  In- 
ftances  that  might  be  given  of  the  Bower 
and  Influence  of  this  mighty  Blanet  over 
the  Waters  of  many  Oceans ;  over  the 
Fluids  of  many  living  Creatures ;  over 
the  Broperties  and  Qualities  of  many 
Blants  and  Vegetables  ;  over  the  Seafions 
of  the  Tear ,  the  Fertility  of  the  Earth , 
the  Temperature  of  the  Air ;  and  in  Ihort, 
over  the  Bajfions ,  and  even  over  the  Senfie 
and  Reafion  of  many  Perfons  epilepticalj 
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< paralytica l,  Hyflerical,  Maniacal  ?  Do 
not  all  thefe  things  irrefragably  demonftrate, 
that  the  Tower  and  Influence  of  this  glo¬ 
rious  Luminary,  is  very  great ,  very 
extenflve,  very  furpriflng  ?  Can  you  give 
us  any  Inftances  of  the  like  Power  of  Sa. 
turn,  or  Jupiter,  or  Mars,  or  Venus,  or 
Mercury ,  or  of  any  of  the  reft  of  the 
Stars  ?  Will  mere  Matter  and  any  Law 
of  Attraction  whatfoever,  ever  pofiibly 
account  for  fuch  various  and  furprifing 
Thenomena  ?  Surely,  nothing  but  fome 
very  untoward  Influence  of  that  very  Lu¬ 
minary  you  would  thus  debale,  could 
ever  tempt  Men  of  Parts  to  harbour  fuch  a 
Conceit. 

By  this  Time  it  beginning  to  grow  late, 
and  one  of  the  Company  making  a  Motion 
forgoing;  Laurentius  rofe  up  at  the 
fame  time  fomewhat  haftily  ;  recolledting, 
as  he  faid,  that  he  had  invited  fome  Friends 
to  fup  with  him  that  Night  at  his  own 
Houfe ;  then  addrefting  himlelf  to  you, 
Theophanes,  faid  he,  I  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  you  for  this  Night’s  Entertain¬ 
ment  ; 
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ment ;  you  may  depend  upon  it  I  ihall 
carefully  confider  what  you  have  laid  • 
But  for  the  prefent  we  muff  adjourn  the  De¬ 
bate.  Then,  after  a  fhort  Apology  to  the 

Company  for  leaving  them  fo  abruptly, 
you  waited  on  him  to  his  Coach. 


When  you  came  in  again,  I  made  a  Mo¬ 
tion  for  going  too,  Tim  an  t  he  s, laid  you, 
I  hope  you  are  in  no  Hafle.  In  Hafte !  an- 
fwered  I,  no,  TheoPhanes,  believe  me, 
I  am  in  no  Hafte  :  The  Truth  is,  I  am  fo 
pleafed  with  your  Thilofophy  that,  I  know 
not  how  to  leave  you.  The  Goddess 
which  the  Toets  feigned  to  avoid  all  Con- 
fort  and  Acquaintance  with  Men,  has 
furely  changed  her  Mind  :  She  only  be¬ 
took  herfelf  to  the  Woods  and  Groves , 
until  lhe  could  find  out  a  Perfon  that  could 
treat  and  entertain  her  as  you  have  done. 
Her  Modefty  made  her  fly  from  thole 
who  would  give  her  more  Honour  than 
was  her  due  ;  and  yet  lb  conlcious  is  lhe 
of  her  own  real  Worth  that  lhe  will  not 
be  approached  by  every  Wooer.  This,  I 
prefume,  you  was  aware  of ;  and  therefore, 

like 
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like  a  Man  of  true  Breeding,  you  have 
taken  Care  to  treat  her  in  a  Manner  luit- 
able  to  her  Quality, 

But  above  all,  Theophanes,  O  ! 
how  agreeably  am  I  furprifed,  to  meet  with 
fuch  an  Advocate  for  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
at  a  Time  when  fo  many  Pretenders  to 
Wit  and  Learning,  and  even  fome  of  the 
Sacred  Order  itfelf,  think  themfelves  bet¬ 
ter  Philo fophers  than  Mofes,  or  any  of 
the  Holy  Writers.  O  !  my  beloved 
Friend,  had  T  h  e  a  g  e  n  e  s  been  alive  and 
here  this  Night,  how  would  he  have  been 
pleafed  with  your  Difcourfe  ! 

The  old  Gentleman  I  remember  very 
well,  replied  you;  my  Father  always  ex- 
prefled  a  great  Efteem  for  him.  But  why, 
I  pray,  would  he  have  been  fo  particularly 
pleafed  with  any  thing  that  I  have  faid  ? 

Theagenes,  anfwered  I,  was  my 
Neighbour  in  the  Countryfor  many  Years  : 
He  was  a  Perfon  endued  with  many  excel¬ 
lent  good  Qualities  ;  he  perfectly  under- 

ftood 
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Hood  the  learned  Languages ;  he  had  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  with  great  Afiiduity  to  the 
Study  of  the  Ancients ;  he  was  thoroughly 
veried  in  all  the  modern  Schemes  and  Sy- 
Jiems  of  *P hi lofip by ;  but  what  made  up  the 
brighteft  Part  of  his  Character  was,  that 
he  could  never  endure  to  hear  the  Autho¬ 
rity  of  the  Scriptures  called  in  Queftion 
upon  any  Account.  To  tell  you  the 
Truth,  I  was  once  as  fond  of  the  modern 
Thilofophy,  and  of  every  thing  called  a 
new  Hifcovery ,  as  your  Friend  Lauren- 
t  1  u  s.  I  read  them ;  I  liked  them  •  I 
believed  them.  And  when  the  Authori¬ 
ty  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  was  at  any 
1  ime  alledged  again!!;  me,  I  anfvvered 
much  after  the  fame  Manner  he  did  to 
Night.  But  after  I  came  to  be  better 
acquainted  with  The  a  genes,  he  fo 
plainly  demonftrated  to  me  the  Infufficien- 
cy  and  exceeding  Trecarioufnefs  of  all 
the  modern  Syftems  and  Trinciples  of 
Thilofopky,  on  the  one  Hand,  and  the 
Reverence  and  high  Veneration ,  which 
is  due  to  the  Scriptures ,  as  the  JVord 
of  G  o  d  on  the  other ;  that,  I  learned  of 

him 
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him  to  entertain  more  awful  and  becom¬ 
ing  Thoughts  of  thole  Divine  JV ritings 
than  I  had  done  before.  Judge  then, 
Theophanes,  if  I  have  not  Reafon  for 
what  I  faid. 

How  !  Timanthes,  anfvvered  you  ; 
if  that  be  the  Cafe,  why  have  you  fat  fo 
fdent  all  this  Night,  when  you  heard  the 
Authority  of  the  Scriptures  fo  warmly 
attacked  ?  why,  faid  I,  I  found  you  ma¬ 
naged  matters  fo  well  your  felf,  that  I 
thought  you  did  not  want  a  Second.  Tell 
me  truly  then,  faid  you,  was  you  really 
fuch  an  Admirer  of  the  new  Thilofophy 
as  you  lay  ?  I  was  indeed.  And  did  T hea- 
genes  work  fuch  Wonders  upon  you? 
He  did.  O!  Timanthes,  faid  you, 
That’s  more,  I  doubt,  than  Laurel 
ti u  s,  will  fay  by  me  the  next  Time  we 

meet. 


B  e  not  dilcouraged,  faid  I,  nor  think  it 
ftrange,  if  your  Arguments  Ihouid  not  at 
firlt  have  all  the  Weight  they  deferve.  It 
may  be  Laurent  ius  knows  little  or 

nothing 
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nothing  of  any  other  Philolophy  but  the 
new  :  And  if  lo ;  you  mult  exped  to  find 
it  very  difficult  to  put  him  out  of  Conceit 
with  it.  Believe  me,  Theophanes,  it 
was  once  my  own  Cale,  For  the  Succels 
that  Theagenes  had  with  me,  was  not 
the  Work  of  a  “Day,  nor  of  a  Month  • 
and  much  lels  of  an  Hour  or  two' s  Con- 
verlation. 

You  would  greatly  oblige  me  then, 
laid  you,  if  you  would  give  your  Jelf  the 
Trouble  to  tell  me,  how  and  by  what 
Means  Theagenes  could  bring  you  to 
liich  a  Temper.  For,  by  that  Means  I  per- 
iuade  myfeif,  I  fhould  be  much  better  able 
to  deal  with  my  Friend,  if  he  fliould  chance 
to  renew  the  Debate  another  time. 

T  o  divert  you  from  this,  1  made  ufe  of 
all  the  Arguments  I  could  think  of ;  but 
all  that  I  could  fay  made  not  the  leaft  fm- 
prellion  on  you.  You  infilled  upon  it* 
That  if  I  had  really  that  Veneration  for 
the  Scriptures ,  I  faid  I  had,  I  could  have 
£io  good  Reafon  for  declining  fo  juft  a  Re- 
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queft  ;  and  that  whatever  Excufe  I  might 
pretend  for  not  opening  my  Mouth  all  the 
time  that  Laurentius  was  there  ;  yet 
I  could  have  no  Reafon  for  not  contribu¬ 
ting  all  that  lay  in  my  Power  to  enable 
you  to  maintain  your  Ground,  in  cafe  he 
fhould  come  better  prepared  another  time. 
In  a  Word,  the  moll  that  I  could  obtain, 
was  to  put  the  Matter  off  for  that  Night ; 
upon  Condition  that  I  would  fet  apart  the 
firft  fpare  Time  I  had  to  write  down  the 
Subltance  of  what  had  paffed  at  many  dif¬ 
ferent  Times  between  Theagenes  and 
myfelf;  which  therefore,  for  your  Satis¬ 
faction,  here  follows ;  and.  is  intirely  fub- 
mitted  to  you,  to  make  what  Ufe  of  it 
you  pleale ;  provided  you  will  only  par¬ 
don  my  introducing  it,  as  you  fee  I  have 
done  with  fo  imperfect  an  Account  of  that 
Converfation  which  gave  the  firft  occafion 
to  it. 
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